
What a chemist needs to 
know about patents

Friday 29 January 2010

Eli Lilly and Company, Windlesham, UK

Organised by SCI’s Young Chemists’ Panel
of SCI’s Fine Chemicals Group

Please return completed forms to: 
SCI Conference Dept, 14/15 Belgrave Square, London, SW1X 8PS 
T: +44 (0) 20 7598 1566; F: +44 (0) 20 7235 7743; E: conferences@soci.org

Cancellations: Received in writing 1 to 3 weeks prior to the meeting will be subject to a 20% administration 
charge.  Refunds cannot be made for cancellations received after this period although substitutions may be made. 
Should unforeseen circumstances occur, SCI reserves the right to alter the content of the programme and cancel or 
postpone any of its meetings without notice or, in the case of complete cancellation, liability to enrolled delegates 
other than return of fees.  
Data Protection: The personal information included on this form will be used by the SCI  only and will not be 
disclosed to any third parties. Please tick if you do not wish to be sent details of any future similar meetings or other 
SCI services. 

p
a
y
m

e
n
t 

d
e
ta

il
s

Register online at: www.soci.org

There are 3 ways to pay:
1. Online and receive a 5% discount at www.soci.org
2. Cheques made payable to ‘SCI’ should be drawn in GB£ and enclosed with form
3. Credit Card. Please debit £............... from my Mastercard/ Visa/ Amex (please circle)

 
Card Expiry Date                   / Signed ...............................................................................
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SCI membership number (if applicable) ...............................................................................

Surname ..............................................  First    Name  .....................................................

Title   Mr/Mrs/Dr/Prof/Other ............................ Position  ..............................................................  

Organisation ...........................................................................................................................

Address ..........................................................................................................................

................................................................................................................................

............................................................................ Postcode .....................................

Tel ....................................................................... ..............................................................

Email ........................................................................................................................

Special requirements: (dietary/access/other) .............................................................

Signature ............................................................................  Date ..........................

Please tick appropriate box below
Early Bird Rate before 7 Dec 2009
SCI    Member .................................£80
SCI Student..................................£25
Subsidised Member ......................£35
Non-Member.... ........................£140

 Booking Rate after 7 Dec 2009
         SCI     Member .....................................£ 100
   SCI Student ....................................... £30
   Subsidised Member ...........................£45
  Non-Member.. ...............................£170

If you would like to become a member of SCI today, please tick the box below and 
you can benefit from the SCI discounted member rate on booking this conference
I would like to become a member of SCI.................. Member £75         Student £15
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e 09.30 Registration and Refreshments

10.00 Chairman’s Introduction

10.05 Patent specifications and chemical claims
 Darren Smyth, Marks & Clerk Patent & Trade Mark Attorneys 
 How to read and interpret a patent specification. Patents as    
 a source of information. Varieties of patent claims used in a    
 chemical context. Timing of patent filings for optimising 
 protection and value.

10.35 The commercial value of patents
 Peter Elliott, Patent Attorney Litigator, Unilever PLC  
 Why is IP important? Patenting strategies. Managing a patent 
 portfolio – what to keep and what to throw. Patents as a source 
 of revenue.
 
11.05 Patentability
 Darren Smyth (as above) & Graham Burnett-Hall, Marks & Clerk Solicitors
 What is a patentable chemical invention? How are the 
 requirements for patentability defined?

11.35 Case study (pharmaceutical litigation) – Citalopram
 Ewan Nettleton,Solicitor, Bristows 
 Overview of international legal proceedings relating to this 
 important pharmaceutical drug. Procedural issues that 
 have arisen. Insights into patent litigation strategies. 

12.05 Lunch

13.00  Workshop – patents as a source of information 
 for the bench chemist
 Emily Peters, Solicitor, Alpha Indraccolo, Solicitor, Bird & Bird LLP 
 How to search for patents. Understanding the patent register. 
 How to find associated patents. Competitive intelligence. 
 
14.00 Infringement and enforcement  
 Graham Burnett-Hall (as above) 
 How to proceed when your patent is infringed – or you are accused 
 of infringing. What constitutes patent infringement? 
 Strategies to avoid infringement. 

14.30 Case study - Running into third party patents
 Peter Elliott (as above) 
 Infringement, invalidity and design-around with particular reference to a  
 multi-jurisdiction European case relating to Unilever’s washing 
 machine tablets. 
 
15.00 Q&A Session

15.30 Closing Remarks
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SCI is an international, 
independent charity 
whose remit is 
to promote the 
application of science 
for the benefit of 
society. 
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C
I SCI is the publisher of many well respected journals and

industry leader Chemistry & Industry magazine (C&I). SCI 
can offer a network of contacts spanning education, 
science and business, an in-depth knowledge of chemical 
related industries together with a rolling programme of 
conferences, awards and scholarships to help further 
knowledge and support those involved in the sector no 
matter what stage of their careers.

For more information on the benefits of joining SCI 
please go to www.soci.org/membership
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John Moses, University of Nottingham

Nicolas Dreyfus, Eli Lilly UK

5% discount on all SCI conferences by booking 
online at www.soci.org

Many Chemists only learn about the process of reading, 
writing and understanding patents by ‘osmosis’ - through 
legacy experience within their organisations.

This meeting aims to educate chemists both from industry 
and academia in understanding the patenting process and 
how patent owners can make the most of their rights. It 
will be of value to those leading research groups or for-
mulating claims and to those contributing to, or trying to 
interpret patents as part of their research. A wide range of 
topics will be covered: from understanding what is patent-
able, constructing a patent claim, determining the timing 
of a filing, through to issues of patent enforcement and 
infringement.

These subjects are illustrated wherever possible by 
reference to real cases. The meeting closes with a question 
and answer session where you can put the experts on the 
spot.

Obtaining a patent is 
the fundamental way in 
which chemists protect 
their discoveries and 
start the process by 
which innovation can be 
converted into financial 
reward. 


