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What is a patent attorney? 



A patent attorney is 
• A lawyer 

• Specialised in the legal protection of inventions 

• Mostly obtaining protection 

―Drafting patent applications 

―Arguing with patent offices 

• Also advising on rights, eg licensing, freedom to operate 

• And enforcement of rights, eg litigation 



You get to work with 
• Inventors and research teams 

• Commercial and marketing teams 

• Patent attorneys in other countries 

• Patent examiners at UK and European Patent Offices 

• Other lawyers (solicitors, barristers) 



What do you need? 



Essential and desirable qualifications 
• A science or engineering degree 

• Further degree is optional, but not unusual 

• Proficiency at written English 

• Foreign languages an asset 

• Attention to detail 

• Good communication and analytical skills 

 



Qualification route 
• Must be done under supervision of patent attorney (patent attorney firm 

or in-house department) 

• First level exams – Patent Examination Board or University course (Queen 
Mary, Bournemouth, Brunel) 

• Final UK exams 

• Two sets of exams for qualification before European Patent Office – exam 
and “pre-exam” 

• Expect to take 4 to 6 years 

• Involves large amount of private study and for many their first experience 
of exam failure 



Not all patents are complicated 







US 2,230,654 





But often they are… 
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Please ask questions 
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