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Welcome

Welcome to the July edition of the Newsletter. This month our articles focus on the Amenity Sector. 

Group Development

Roadshows

The first series of Roadshows have been held and I am delighted to inform you that they were both successful in terms of recruitment, promotion of the group and gaining Academic Partners and Corporate Membership. I would personally like to thank those who were involved in the organisation.

Academic Partners: 

· Wiltshire College, Lackham 

· Duchy College, Rosewarne

Corporate Membership:

· The Eden Project 

A number of roadshows have been planned from late September onwards and dates will follow. In the meantime please remember to look at the events page online. 

Highgrove House 

This visit has been in your diaries for a while now. If you haven’t signed up to attend the event and would still like to go please do let me know (contact details below) as we have additional places due to the cancellation of the party before us.

Shows/Conferences

Our Conference ‘Growing Success: Horticultural Business Perspectives’ on Friday 21 November 2008 has been well received and has created media interest. 

I would also like to draw your attention to an event that we are holding on Thursday 31 July ‘Blossoming Success: A Horticulture Celebration’. We would like you to join us and if possible, bring someone with you who you think might be interested in finding out more about the new group and raise a glass in celebration of the success of the Horticulture Group so far. Since the group was officially launched in early 2008 it has grown from strength to strength and we are delighted to report that we have successfully recruited over 100 members already.

It will be a chance to meet the Interim Chairman, Steering Group and members of the Advisory Group who have all been working extremely hard to ensure that the group is successful. You will also have the opportunity find out what they have planned over the forthcoming months whilst engaging with other like-minded professionals in the Horticultural Industry. 

Finally, Fruit Focus is approaching fast. As mentioned SCI will have a stand at the show this year. Please feel free to visit us at stand 9. For your free ticket visit www.fruitfocus.co.uk
Industry News

Parks and Gardens News

Non-Native Species 

Defra has launched its Invasive Non-Native Species Strategy. They are still considering responses to the Schedule 9 consultation which began last autumn. There was uproar from the industry when they proposed to ban Cotoneaster, Quercus ilex and Q. cerris (Hort Week, 5 June 2008). Please click here for more information.

West Ham Park Project

An ambitious new research project being piloted in West Ham Park, managed by the City of London, aims to prove a link between the amount of money spent, the quality of the park and its use. Project Manager and London Parks & Green Spaces Forum (LPGSF) director Tony Leach explains that, while the project is currently focussed on London, it is likely that the data gathered could be used across the country. It will allow local authorities to plan for the types of parks they want and can afford. The London Parks Benchmarking Group research project is set to release its first results in June (Hort Week, 19 June 2008).

Boost for London Parks

The Mayor of London has announced £6 million to revitalise London's parks and green spaces. (See articles for further information).

Business News

IATC to continue its export work

'International Agri-Technology Centre Ltd (IATC),' now in partnership with Campden and Chorleywood Food Research Association, has been awarded the new contract by UK Trade & Investment to promote and support the UK's agri-food technology industry overseas. 

IATC Ltd will work with UKTI's regional and international networks to continue to help businesses identify opportunities and enter overseas markets and also link with international governments, scientific and research institutes and commercial organisations to identify connections and facilitate introductions and business meetings that may lead to commercial collaboration. 

It will also act as the focal point for international trade enquiries and information from overseas markets seeking goods and services from the UK. 

Free until 31 July! 

A free trial allows small businesses, registered in the UK, to use the web-site www.supply2.gov.uk and tap into lower-value (under £100,000) public-sector contracts - including the supply of fresh produce to schools, hospitals and local authorities (Hort Week, 12 June 2008).

New carbon standard for greenhouse gases

The British Standards Institute (BSI) is developing PAS 2050, which aims to assess greenhouse gas emissions produced by the goods and services of any business.

ADAS plans to make PAS 2050 relevant to the horticulture industry by testing the approach on food production, alongside partners the Campden & Chorleywood Food Research Association, Cranfield University and the Institute of Grassland & Environmental Research. ADAS senior scientist Jeremy Wiltshire said that this could be available by October (Hort Week, 3 July 2008)

Call for reintroduction of SAWS

MP for Mid Worcestershire Peter Luff has written to home secretary Jacqui Smith urging for the reintroduction of the Seasonal Agricultural Workers' Scheme (SAWS).

He learned from a group of growers in his constituency that many soft fruit growers across the UK are struggling to find sufficient labour this summer and have already been forced to let their produce rot (Hort Week, 3 July 2008).

Research & Development

AHDB goes on line

The Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board's website is now online 

www.ahdb.co.uk/ (HDC News, June 2008).

Good Companions

Ongoing research into the use of companion plants at Warwick HRI by Dr Rosemary Collier has revealed that the leaves of companion plants need to have lots of green. She revealed that the companion plants do not act as repellents - the insects are simply 'arrested' by them and spend a considerable amount of time 'sitting on the plant' doing nothing. Collier told growers that leaf-shape and size of companion plants are not important but the plant needs to be a similar height, have lots of surface for the insects to land on and be planted close to the crop plant. This year they are focussing on lettuce and carrot as their two preferred companions. The research is sponsored by DEFRA with project partners including HDC, Warwick HRI, Elsom Seeds, R. Fountain & Son and Marshall Brothers (Butterwick) (Hort Week, 3 July 2008).

Rhizobacteria to the Rescue

Rhizobacteria in a plant's rootzone can boost growth and help it cope with low water and other stresses, a team based, headed by Professor Bill Davies, at Lancaster University has found. The naturally occurring bacteria can prevent build-up of the gas ethylene, that retards growth. Plant mass increased by up to 25%, especially in dry conditions when ethylene is more prevalent. Trials on Arabidopsis showed that application of the rhizobacterium Variovorax paradoxus also yielded earlier and more flowers relative to leaf growth (Hort Week, 3 July 2008)

Pest & Disease News

Proposed new European Pesticide Regulations 

Proposed new European pesticide regulations , scheduled to be implemented in late 2009, could completely remove some key groups of crop protection products. For example, all pyrethroid, organophosphate and carbamate insecticides could go, along with triazole and dithiocarbamide fungicides. The Pesticide Safety Directorate says there are significant implications for crops such as carrots, parsnips and onions because most currently approved herbicides may no longer be available. Disease control on crops such as strawberries would be badly affected due to loss of options for control of blackspot, botrytis and mildew (HDC News, June 2008).

Disease Monitoring

Chemical company BASF and ADAS have launched a Sclerotinia monitoring system to help carrot growers assess their disease risk and plan an effective control programme (Hort Week, 12 June 2008).

Reduce risk of drinking water contamination by slug pellets 

Urging farmers to handle and apply slug pellets in the same way as any other pesticide, a new Metaldehyde Stewardship Group has set out best practice advice. Spokesman Paul Fogg of ADAS said that the Group, comprising metaldehyde slug pellet manufacturers, is seeking to draw attention to the fact that slug pellets are pesticides, and like any other treatment, must be kept out of water. A5 best practice stickers have been produced to position prominently on slug pellet applicators to be clearly visible to all operators as a reminder. To request stickers or more information contact paul.fogg@adas.co.uk (The Vegetable Grower, July 2008)

Events, Exhibitions and Shows News

'Profitable Plants' at Glee

Glee organisers have announced that Floramedia UK, specialists in graphic products and labelling for the garden market, will be sponsoring the show’s first ever ‘Profitable Plants’ visitor attraction, to be held in Glee Nursery. Please click here for more information. 

2008 – the International Year of the Potato 

Because of the importance of the potato, the United Nations has named 2008 as the International Year of the Potato (IYP). The UN Resolution notes that the potato is a staple food in the diet of the world’s population. It affirms the need to focus world attention on the role that the potato can play in providing food security and eradicating poverty in support of achieving internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals. Please click here for more information.

Nutritional Quality of Fresh Produce Conference – Thursday 18 September 2008, CCFRA.

The conference will present the latest work on the nutritional quality of fruits and vegetables, including possible means of optimisation and future research. The role of fresh produce in providing enhanced levels of phytochemicals and antioxidants in our diet will be reviewed. The conference will be of interest to growers and retailers and to those delegates involved in the procurement of fruits and vegetables. Those from a non technical background will also find it a useful insight into this important subject. As CCFRA have worked in collaboration with SCI there is a discounted rate for SCI members. For more information please click here.

Features

Pest Control: What is it? Who does it? Why is it done? Who pays for it?

Richard Hirst, member of SCI’s Horticulture Group.

Amenity horticulture covers a wide field, some of which might seem surprising; the following is a list of areas visited by all and sundry of those from which the public is excluded.

Parks, footpaths, pumping stations, industrial sites, playing fields, railways, private gardens and forestry.

Over the years the Government has been getting more concerned about the use of pesticides and the methods of their application. In 1985, the first legal controls were enacted (Food & Environment Protection Act – FEPA), which gave rise to the Control of Pesticides Regulations in 1987. Since 1987, the regulations have been regularly stringently updated.

There are groups actively campaigning against any use of pesticides in public areas; however, if pesticides are used strictly in accordance with the label instruction, by operators who are properly trained and have all the correct and up-to date Certificates of Competence and are using properly maintained equipment, there should be no hazard to the general public.

One of the reasons why operators wear a full suit of protective clothing is that they are exposed to chemical spray for the working day; a passer by is exposed for only a few seconds and has no contact with the concentrate product.

Why is it done? In the areas mentioned above, weeds pose many and varied problem; insects and fungi pose different problems but can be equally aggressive. Some native Such as dandelion and daisy can en masse ruin a cricket or football pitch; some are exotic and favoured (eg chestnut) but others such as sycamore, giant hogweed and Japanese knotweed (JKW) are more aggressive. Sycamore partially shades out some desirable species, giant hogweed and Himalayan balsam, although attractive can totally shade out flora, in extreme cases, plants like JKW can destroy concrete and tarmac surfaces even emerging in house cellars.

With the increasing fluidity of international travel, exotic insects and fungi are causing more problems. Recently a blight on Rhododendrons and oak trees has been causing a lot of damage needing the elimination of infected plants and there are others that no doubt have occurred but have not been identified.

Controlling aggressive, obstructive and invasive weeds, insects, and fungi is the most common use of chemicals. Weed control is the most common and apparently often for aesthetic reasons. The fact that the weeds are unsightly often carries more weight than the fact that they can damage pathways and buildings. The more difficult weeds such as JKW may take three years to control and need specialist operators and a long-term contract.

All this work has to be paid for, nearly always by t he owner or occupier (in many cases the local council). As a word of warning, most Government and Council contracts run from April to April whilst the growing season for most weeds is January to January. This can lead to a demand for late-season re-treatment at the end of March the cost of which falls on the unwary contractor.

Robert Joice, Secretary and member of SCI’s Horticulture Group talks to you about The Amenity Forum 
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The Amenity Forum is a development from the Voluntary Initiative, an industry lead project agreed by Government to reduce the impact of pesticide use in amenity. Today the organisation is an independent body with a number of key roles:

· Promotion and encouragement of ‘Best Practice’ across the amenity sector.

· To facilitate the link with PSD to ensure the development of the Amenity Action Plan to meet the National Pesticide Strategy 

· The consultative link to the UK Government

· Maintain a cohesive sector with strong communication channels within the industry and to politicians.

The Amenity Forum has twenty-five member organisations from across this diverse industry covering manufacturers, suppliers, trade associations, local authorities and major users, landscape and leisure. Equally important are members to represent training and qualification standards. The key Government agencies attend as observers.

Some of the important activities has been to provide input to the new Government Code of Practice, respond to the EFRA Select Committee on the outcomes of the VI. All UK MEPs were sent a written brief prior to the vote on amendments to the Directive on Sustainable Use of Pesticides and many positive replies were received. The Amenity Forum works closely with Lantra, NPTC and BASIS.

To promote ‘Best Practice’ two major conferences have been organised and a third is planned for the autumn. Three members (BASIS, NAAC and NPTC) with the support of the Amenity Forum have set up Amenity Assured, an accreditation scheme to raise and maintain standards for contractors. Guidance Notes for managers and users are part of the current programme and workshops targeted at the sport sector are scheduled for January 2009. 

If you would like further information about The Amenity Forum please contact Erin (details above)

Mayor announces £6 million to revitalise London's parks and green spaces
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The Mayor of London has announced a £6 million funding package to clean up and improve London’s rundown green spaces with Londoners getting the final say on which areas will benefit. The money for this programme comes from further savings made from the former administration’s publicity budget following the scrapping of The Londoner newspaper. 

Whilst many of London’s parks, commons, heaths and public gardens are attractive and welcoming, there are many green spaces in the capital that are not being used because they are shabby, and people feel unsafe in them. The ‘Priority Parks’ funding - promised by the Mayor in his election manifesto - will help to regenerate the most deserving of London’s green spaces across the capital over the next four years, providing a boost to local communities and making neighbourhoods safer.

Londoners will have the chance to vote online for which green spaces will benefit from the funding.

‘Although most of our borough councils are doing their best to maintain green spaces, the funding they work with is often limited. By cancelling The Londoner newspaper, we will instead be able to inject much-needed money into improving the most neglected parks and gardens across London as well as planting 10,000 new street trees.

‘This will have a host of benefits, not only making these areas more pleasant places to spend time, but also helping to reduce crime and anti-social behaviour. Often simple improvements, such as more bins, more entrances, increased lighting and litterbins, can help local people re-claim their local parks and gardens.

Please click here for the full article.
PAGE  
5

