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this Germany resistance key event for plant producers and garden centre buyers.





Horticulture Group 





Newsletter �











Our lead article by Anthony Hyde of BIAC and the message from our new Chairman, William Hudson provide serious thoughts for further discussion.  Do you agree with Anthony Hyde? How do you feel that the SCI Horticulture Group can contribute to the future of food and non-food production?  Please log in to the Horticulture Group Forum and let us know how you feel about the important issues.


Editor








Quote of the month





‘We are always hoping to find what we didn’t even know we were looking for’ 


Torban Moth Madsen, RosaDanica
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It is frequently suggested that increasing production is a solution to dealing with expected global food shortages, but I question if this is possible or sustainable?  I ask; ‘Are supplies of water, fuel, manpower and land available to supply these future increases in production?’





As an engineer dealing with crop storage systems over the past 18 years in some 20 countries, I have witnessed spoilage and waste of agricultural food crops on a massive scale.  This leads me to question why is more effort not made to conserve what we already produce, rather than adding more production to the inadequate storage and distribution infrastructure?





Many Eastern European and Post Soviet grain storage facilities date back to the 1930’s, in design if not in construction, and they are truly inadequate. Most vegetable and cold stores in the region are – if possible – even worse.  10 years ago, I estimated losses of cereal grains between farm and table in Ukraine to be between 25% and 60%.  Losses in fruit and vegetable crops run much, much higher but since most are grown by small scale producers, are largely unmeasured.





Similar examples can be found in India, Africa, South East Asia and the Middle East.  Researchers estimate that worldwide, at least 1/3rd of fruits and vegetables that are grown by farmers never reach the consumer.  This amounts to at least 750 million tons annually.  Once again the cost of resources used to grow these fruits and vegetables is enormous. The desire for cosmetic perfection to produce attractive supermarket displays, means that deliberate rejection rates are high and can reach 40%.





Speaking of supermarkets, in the UK, their buying policies actually encourage waste. 





Continued on Page 2 ….


…. from Page 1





UK supermarkets refuse to sign contracts, insisting instead on “supply agreements” which are generally less equitable than a contract. Farmers are compelled to meet minimum supply quantities, and often plant excessive areas as “insurance” against crop shortage or failure.  These insurance crops are often abandoned and ploughed in, wasting the crop in the field.





I believe that improvements at the post-harvest stage have the potential to increase the quantity of food available at much lower cost than merely increasing production, and provide a much more sustainable and environmentally responsible solution to the problem of feeding the world.





For details of a PhD opportunity in post-harvest research at Cranfield University please � HYPERLINK "http://www.cranfield.ac.uk/health/postgraduatestudy/researchopportunities/page43476.jsp" ��click here�





Issue 10 / November 2009





I think that the UK’s understanding of the issues around climate change and food production changed in August. We had the publication of DEFRA’s “Securing UK’s Food supplies up to 2050”. The report eludes to a number of crucial issues that hitherto have not been in any government reports. We also had George Alagiah’s excellent series on The Future of Food. The program is about the global food crisis that could affect the planet in the years ahead. Some would say that we are already looking at the beginning of some of the issues but getting this across when we have full supermarket shelves and full pockets is a hard task. These and other issues seem to be getting higher on everyone’s agenda which of course is why horticulture plays such an import part of the future of the  food we eat in this country. 





I am also delighted to see that parks and flowers are not left out. Jules Pretty’s book “Parks, People and Professionals” looks at the value we put on the countryside around us and how we use and value it. So I think the world changed in August. I think that there is a greater understanding of the challenges that we will face in the future. 








Should global food security issues be solved by reducing production?  by Anthony Hyde, Chief Executive, BIAC	





By William Hudson





Leaf miner control


From nearly 200 entrants for this year’s Innovation Award at Hortifair in Amsterdam, Russell IPM, an integrated pest management developer in North Wales  made the final round with Qlure-TUA, a pheromone lure for monitoring and mass trapping tomato leaf minor (Tuta absoluta). This product has come at a key time for tomato growers as this pest has spread rapidly, arriving in Spain in 2006 from its home in South America (Hort Week, 2nd October; FloraCulture International, October 2009).








New cover


XL Horticulture’s new SunMaster SuperThermic tunnel covers were awarded the best professional equipment award at Four Oaks Trade Show.  The covers work by allowing solar heat gain during the day which, when reflected back at night, is retained in the structure thanks to the cover’s selective spectral filters (Hort Week, 18th September).





Beetle watch


Defra is asking the public to look out for Citrus Longhorn Beetle.  This invasive pest has been found in private gardens in the UK on trees that were purchased in the last three years, mostly Japanese maple trees imported from China.  It can infest a very wide range of broadleaved trees and would be a major threat to horticulture if they became established. If you find a citrus longhorn beetle contact your local Fera Plant Health and Seeds inspector � HYPERLINK "http://www.forestry.gov.uk/planthealth" ��details� (Chartered Forester, Autumn 2009)





Have your say 


Hefce have now published a � HYPERLINK "http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/hefce/2009/09_38/" �consultation� document which sets out proposals for the Research Excellence Framework (REF) – a replacement for the Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) as a means of assessing the funding of research in UK higher education institutions. We would like to seek your answers to questions raised by Hefce as well as other relevant comments. � HYPERLINK "http://www.hefce.ac.uk/pubs/hefce/2009/09_38/09_38.pdf" ��details�





New Research  Fund


The Department for Business, Innovation and Skills is to launch a £13m collaborative R&D fund to develop new crop-protection solutions in the wake of January’s decision by the European Parliament to pass tough new pesticide legislation.  Fargro director Dr Paul Sopp welcomed the link between productivity of crops and the requirement for crop protection and ‘the stated expectation that the funds will mostly be allocated to applied R&D.’ (Hort Week, 2nd October).





Office Plant of the year


Dracaena Rikki has been named the inaugural UK Office Plant of the Year.  A body of scientific and academic research has shown that house plants are good for our health and wellbeing.  Dracaena Rikki also proved a good choice for office planting because of its toughness, its light tolerance and general ease of maintenance (The Florist Wholesale Buyer, October 2009)


Keep ‘em moving 


One of many developments at Rosa Danica pot roses includes a 30-40% reduction in the use of 30-40%applied chemical growth retardants by moving plants by plastic sheets that are pulled through the greenhouse by the spray boom installation, several times a day.  The results have been remarkable.  Not only are the treated plants compact, they are stronger, more uniform and have more flowers due to the better growth of lower side shoot, which are not affected by the plastic sheet as they would have been by chemicals. (FloraCulture International, October 2009)





Colour is everything


At SCI’s recent ‘Plants to the Rescue’ conference Professor James Hitchmough of the University of Sheffield, said ‘Colour is everything!’  PlantforLife’s exciting colour campaign, Colour me, colour my garden demonstrates how you can apply colour to an outdoor space.  They have created a Look Book that helps you choose your colour personality, work out your dominant colour and the plants that compliment them.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.plantforlife.info/colour/" ��details� 


See more on Plants to the Rescue.





Simon Bright leaves


Professor Simon Bright has announced his resignation as director of Warwick HRI.  In a statement to colleagues he said, ‘Warwick University has taken the decision, which I have strongly supported, to establish a School of Life Sciences’ (HDC News, October 2009)





New Society


The Society of Biology has been created by the unification of the Biosciences Federation and the Institute of Biology. � HYPERLINK "http://societyofbiology.org/home" ��details�
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eEvents Calendar





Event Name�
Date�
Venue�
Contact�
�
Misunderstanding scientists�
3 November 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=LON007" ��details��
University College London�
Rosie Coates


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rosiecoates@yahoo.co.uk" ��email��
�
Antioxidants in Food - from Science to Shelf�
9 November 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=FCOMM966" ��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team��HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
A Sustainable Future for the Food Industry�
10 November 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=SLON001"��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
RICHARD Benson


� HYPERLINK "mailto:richard@frbenson.co.uk" ��email��
�
SCI International Honours Presentation�
12 November 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=AW001"��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team��HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
From Field to Fork - How to improve the quality of fruits and vegetables�
17 November 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT"��details��
Cranfield Health, Cranfield, Bedfordshire�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�
Prize Giving & Social Evening�
19 November 2009�� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=SLIV004" ��details��
Portico Library, Manchester�
Marie Connor


� HYPERLINK "mailto:%20%20marie_connor@hotmail.co.uk" ��email��
�
Plant Exploring for Horticulture & Christmas Lunch�
25 November 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/Membership-and-Networks/Technical-Groups/Horticulture-Group/Group-Events" ��details��
Lackham College, Lacock, Wiltshire�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�
From the origin of life to the origin of complexity�
1 December 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=LON010"��details��
University College London�
Rosie Coates


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rosiecoates@yahoo.co.uk" ��email��
�
							 





Other Events that may be of interest











Southern Growers Show - 11 November 2009, Chichester � HYPERLINK "http://www.monrosouth.co.uk/southerngrowers/" ��details�





IFEX/Gardex - 11-13 November, Tokyo, Japan � HYPERLINK "http://www.gardenex.com/english/events.htm" ��details�





Beth Chatto in conversation – 17 November, Writtle College � HYPERLINK "http://www.writtle.ac.uk/pge_PressRelease.cfm?ID=630" ��details�





IPM China - 1-3 December, Foshan, China � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm-china.com/" ��details�





Growtech Eurasia - 3-6 December, Antalya, Turkey � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/growtech_eurasia.html" ��details�





Hellebores at Ashwood, - 8 December, Writtle College � HYPERLINK "http://www.writtle.ac.uk/pge_PressRelease.cfm?ID=630" ��details�





Harrogate Week - 19-21 January 2010, Harrogate � HYPERLINK "http://www.harrogateweek.org.uk/" ��details�





IPM - 26-29 January 2010, Essen, Germany � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm-essen.de/index.php?lang=en&content=000000000" ��details�





GAN Trade Show - 10 February 2010, Ferndown, Dorset � HYPERLINK "http://www.ganshow.com/" ��details�





Salon du Vegetal - 16-18 February 2010, Angers, France � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/salon_du_vegetal.htm" ��details�





IPM Dubai - 8-10 March 2010, Dubai, UAE � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/ipm_dubai.html" ��details�





Hortec - 17-19 March 2010, Nairobi, Kenya � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/hortec.htm" ��details�








National Hardware Show - 4-6 May, Chicago, USA � HYPERLINK "http://www.gardenex.com/english/events.htm" ��details�





International Trials Conference: 


Assessment of Ornamental 


Plants. – 6-8 July 2010 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news/?p=427"��details�








If you would like to advertise a forthcoming event please contact. �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� 








For submitting ideas or to volunteer to be part of a committee or a group, please contact: 





Horticulture Group Contact Details 





William Hudson�
Chairman�
�
Marion Stainton�
Meetings Secretary�
�
Margaret Waddy�
Minutes Secretary�
�
Sue Grimbly�
Newsletter co-ordinator�
�
Erin Taylor�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org�              T: +44(0)2075981594�
�
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Industry News





�





REGIONAL NEWS/ HIGHLIGHTS 





If you have anything you would like to ask, then please email your query to Erin Taylor at �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� or post a letter to Erin Taylor, Group Development Manager, SCI, 14-15 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PS.











Industry News cont…





The rise of Coir


Horticultural Coir Ltd is among the longest-established suppliers to the trade MD Tom de Vesci says: ‘It was barely even a niche when we started 14 years ago. The debate on the environmental aspects of peat may be a side show he suggests, since in countries without natural peat stocks, such as Spain and the Netherlands, growers are choosing to import coir over peat for technical reasons.  He also sees green waste evolving as an alternative growing medium.





Tom de Vesci is among those consulted by Defra as it attempts to push peat replacement.  ‘They take it very seriously,’ he says.  ‘Peat’s role as a carbon sink wasn’t widely appreciated when Michael Meacher launched the original peat-reduction target’ (Hort Week, 25th September 2009).  � HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/News/Hort-coir" ��Read about Tom de Vesci’s talk at our AGM�





New soil-less medium


William Sinclair is carrying out commercial trials on Fytocell, which is a soft foam, dust-free, soil-less medium which delivers ‘an enhanced performance for stronger healthier plants with earlier and increased yields.  Its structure provides a ‘near-perfect’ air/water ratio at all times, encouraging the development of finely branched roots which leads to better uptake of water and nutrients, according to the company’s technical marketing manager, Andrea Marshall (ACT Publishing’s Greenhouse Yearbook & Buyers’ Guide 2010)





Jon Poole joins MorePeople.


Jon Poole, former deputy CEO at SCI, is joining MorePerformance, the training and development business of MorePeople, to help expand their range of services in the areas of 'senior management coaching, change management and in particular outplacement support'. 





Biorationals


Dr Paul Sopp, MD of Fargro Ltd, says that the most promising new tools for pest and disease control are the biorationals, products based on natural ingredients be they microbial, botanicals (plant extracts) or pheromones, often called biopesticides.  Until recently these have been the preserve of the small specialist company, often underfunded and working in an academic environment, struggling to get their products on the market.  Like conventional pesticides these products still require, quite rightly, registration to show they are effective and safe to the environment, the operator and the consumer.  It is hoped that this process will become easier. (ACT Publishing’s Greenhouse Yearbook &  Buyers’ Guide 2010)


Using Compost


WRAP (Waste & Resources Action Programme) has produced an online booklet entitled ‘Using Quality Compost to Benefit Vegetable and Salad Crops’ in the hope that it will encourage more farmers and growers to use locally available product. � HYPERLINK "http://www.wrap.org.uk/composting/agriculture" ��Details� (The Vegetable Grower, October 2009).





New Gateway


The Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh has opened a new visitor attraction , the ‘John Hope Gateway’.  The building provides views out to the gardens in all directions.  There is space for exhibitions, a ‘real life’ studio for events that will further public engagement with science and scientists.  A dramatic spiral staircase, that calls to mind the double helix of DNA leads to a table-service restaurant and the facilities to cater for corporate events (Hort Week, 9th October)





Tree piddler


To improve the irrigation of newly planted trees, Australian company Platypus Landscaping has produced the Platypus Piddler – where the water is supplied in both directions all round the tree and percolates out of the sides of the walls of the pipes – seeping rather than trickling out so the watering is more even (Hort Week, 2nd October)





 














One third of fruit and vegetables does not reach the consumer.








Office Plant of the Year


Dracaena Rikki





Photo Denver Plants
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