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this Germany resistance key event for plant producers and garden centre buyers.
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No true horticulturist can go on holiday without observing the local horticulture.  When one takes the trip of a lifetime around a country like China one is bombarded with so many experiences - scenic, cultural and horticultural.  Phil Mullington has endeavoured to sum up his trip below although I know he could write so much more if time and space permitted. 


Editor








Quote of the month


The capacity to blunder slightly is the real marvel of DNA.  Without this special attribute, we would still be anaerobic bacteria and there would be no music.  


Lewis Thomas
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Where do I start to write an account of four amazing weeks covering a total distance of about 4,500 miles, across several climatic zones and ranging from sea level to 3,000m.  Asked by our daughter to sum up China in three words we came up with “amazing”, “populous” and “diverse”. 





Chinese Gardens have to have four principal features; plants, rocks, buildings (including bridges), water.  In historic gardens in Suzhou and Hangzhou, weathered limestone rocks had been brought thousands of miles, to indicate the status of the gardener. It was, though, a very bad idea to have better rock sculptures than the Emperor in your garden. Water is enhanced by the presence of the auspicious Koi Carp and bridges with angular bends in them to show the garden in more aspects. Pavilions and Pagodas in gardens may be guarded by dragons on …. ..their ridges; everything is symbolic. We saw some very interesting plantings but plants did not always dominate a garden. In Suzhou, for instance, in the “Garden of the Humble Administrator” the Azaleas, Peonies, Acers and Bamboos were stunning and the Chinese version of bonsai plants very extensive. At the smaller “Garden of the Master of the Nets” plants were much less important though discretely present; bamboo to soften the rigid nature of rocks or big specimen trees such as Gingko biloba.





Plants in China are not all for ornament of course and, since the liberalisation of agricultural marketing, everywhere enterprising farmers were growing cash crops such as vegetables under polythene tunnels. We saw many rice paddies converted to this sort of enterprise. Near Hangzhou we were introduced to the mysteries of Chinese tea. There are two types: green, which is fresh, and black, which has been fermented and is regarded as inferior. The green tea can also be classified by the season in which… …it is picked with the spring tea being regarded as the best especially if it has been dried in a heated pan with oil from the tea seeds and turned manually by a man with heat resistant hands! One pinch will make a 250 ml glass and be reused up to five times with the second glass being the most flavoursome, it’s true, you try it. 





At the traditional Chinese pharmacy in Hangzhou, 70% of the medicines are plant extracts, the other 30% coming from animals. We have a video of young graduates, dressed as though in the operating theatre, weighing out bits of dried plants and mixing the prescriptions into day-dose paper bags for making infusions. You get a week’s supply at a time in a bag the size of a small dustbin liner. However, we did not see them dispensing the fluid from the jars that contained cobras in rice wine. The snakes are put into the jars live then filled to the top and sealed, at which point the pharmacists are encouraged not to make mistakes.   
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In recent weeks we have had successful visits to British Sugar to see topsoil and tomatoes and to Vitacress to see leafy salads but there is more to come.  A full list of upcoming event appears on the back page but three are worth highlighting here;





Annual General Meeting - 25 Sept


The Group is already making its presence felt in SCI and this is your chance to discuss the way forward. � HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1403" ��Details�





Plants to the Rescue - 30 Sept�Plants influence the environment around us in many subtle and less obvious ways.  Come and learn how plants help us and our businesses indoors as well as out. The delegate list is growing and now is the time to add your name.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1345" ��Details�





From Field to Fork - 17 November


This event is being organised by the post-graduate students of Cranfield University and will discuss the post-harvest work of the college. It will also provide a forum for other post-graduates as well as all involved with getting fruit and vegetables from the field to the table. � HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1401" ��Details�














Impressions of China


by Phil Mullington	





By William Hudson





Attracting bees


A novel pheromone-based product, Pollinus, which is claimed to enhance and improve the performance of bees as crop pollinators has been launched by Argi-Nova Technology,  Based on a blend of four attractant pheromones, Pollinus is sprayed onto target crops by growers at the start of flowering and will attract honey bees and bumble bees into the crop to improve pollination (The Commercial Greenhouse Grower, July, 2009)





Preventing pesticides resistance


Insect resistance to pesticides could become a problem of the past.  Insects develop resistance by producing enzymes that block pesticides from working. It has long been known that a naturally occurring organic chemical called piperonyl butoxide (PBO) could inhibit these enzymes but an effective way of using them had not been found.  Graham Moores of Rothamsted Research and Robin Gunning from New South Wales Department of Primary Industries have developed a way of encapsulating insecticide into crystals that dissolve after five hours, giving PBO time to act before the insecticide's active ingredient is released. An agreement for applying the technology in horticulture has been made with Italian company Endura Fine Chemicals, the world's largest producer of PBO.


(Horticulture Week, 3 July 2009)





Microwaved media


By sterilising nutrient media using microwaves, in vitro plant production can be made doubly efficient.  Polish based laboratory Vitroservice has been involved in the development of the unique EnbioJet Compact Flow Steriliser.  This uses a technology called Direct Energy Transfer, which involves the immediate transfer of microwave energy to medium flowing through a Teflon chamber.  Sterilization takes place in seconds. (FloraCulture Intnl, June 2009).


Insect proof seeds


A seed treatment to be marketed by Becker Underwood protects plants from insect damage has been developed at Lancaster University and Stockbridge Technology Centre. The naturally occurring plant hormone, jasmonic acid switches on a plant's own defence mechanism, making it act faster when under attack from pests.  Sprayed on plants it can cause phytotoxicity and growth reduction but soaking seed has no negative effects. 'It might contribute to Botrytis control in tomatoes,' said Nigel Paul of Lancaster University. (Hort Week, 19th June 2009).





Roofs go green


The expansion of green roofs and living walls continues to increase throughout the world.  Today, more than 14% of flat roofs in Germany have been greened and in Switzerland this number has reached 12%.  In Asia, a city such as Tokyo requires today that all new buildings greater than 1,000m2 must have 20% of their roof surface greened.  The objective is to reduce temperatures in the city by 1ºC (Chronica Horticulturae Vol 49. No. 2. 2009)





Better nitrogen fixation


Becker Underwood is to commercialise a nitrogen-fixing inoculant, developed at McGill University in Canada, which enhances pea yields.  It uses a fatty acid that stimulates formation of the nitrogen-fixing root nodules. (Hort Week, 19th June 2009).





Dogroses in Demand


Dogroses have a multitude of uses  apart from their obvious horticultural value.  Some rosehips have a distinct aroma used in tea, marmalade, yoghurt and other beverages.  They have an very high antioxidant capacity as well as  vitamin B,C and E, carotinoids, polyphenols and the minerals K and P. The level of vitamin C in rosehips is estimated to be among the highest in the plant world 10 - 80 times higher than that in oranges. They also contain high levels of tannin, ellagic acid which is said to have antimutagenic and anticarcinogenic effects. Chile is the main producer of rosehip material in the world, mainly sold to Germany.  Turkey, Hungary and Germany are also big producers. (Chronica Horticulturae Vol 49. No. 2. 2009)





Cranfield expansion


Dr. Leon Terry, Head of the Plant Science Laboratory at Cranfield University, one of the largest post-harvest research groups in the world, has recently been appointed Head of Food Quality and Environment.  This new role is to essentially drive Cranfield's research and teaching offering in Food and the Environment. This business unit includes: nutrition, mycology, microbiology and The Institute of Environmental Health.  Learn more about the work at Cranfield on 17 November - From Field to Fork.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1401" ��details�




















Autumn Events 





eEvents Calendar





Event Name�
Date�
Venue�
Contact�
�
Innovation in Crop Production for productivity and Biodiversity


�
9 September 2009�� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1381" ��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team�� HYPERLINK "conferences@soci.org" ��email��
�
Group Annual General Meeting


�
25 September 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1403" ��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�
Plants to the Rescue�Book now for early discount �
30 September 2009�� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1345" ��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team�� HYPERLINK "conferences@soci.org" ��email��
�
Soil - Delivering ecosystem services�
8 October 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1397" ��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team�� HYPERLINK "conferences@soci.org" ��email��
�
From field to Fork - How to improve the quality of fruits and vegetables�
17 November 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1401" ��details��
Cranfield Health, Cranfield, Bedfordshire�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�



							 





Other Events that may be of interest











Plantarium - 26-29 August, Boskoop, The Netherlands - �HYPERLINK "http://www.plantarium.nl/Page/nctrue/ml2/index.html"��details�


Eastgro - 5 August 2009, Pettistree, Suffolk - � HYPERLINK "http://www.eastgro.co.uk/" ��details�


Four Oaks Trade Show - 8-9 September 2009, Lower Withington, Cheshire - � HYPERLINK "http://www.fouroaks-tradeshow.com/" ��details�


VII International Symposium on Soil and Substrate Disinfestation. - September 13-18, 2009, Leuven, Belgium - � HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news" ��details�





GLEE - 20-22 September 2009, NEC, Birmingham - �HYPERLINK "http://www.gleebirmingham.com/"��details�





Changes in Plant Protection Product Regulation and the Sustainable Use Directive – 30 September 2009, York - � HYPERLINK "http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/corporate.asp?id=2665" ��details�





IPPS International conference 2009 - 15-18 September, Co Kilkenny, Ireland - � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipps.org.uk/conference.html" ��details�





South West Regional Growers Show - 7 October, Exeter - � HYPERLINK "http://www.southwestgrowersshow.co.uk/" ��details�





HortiFair - 13-16 October 2009 - Amsterdam - �HYPERLINK "http://www.hortifair.com/"��details�





Southern Growers Show - 11 November 2009, Chichester - � HYPERLINK "http://www.monrosouth.co.uk/southerngrowers/" ��details�














IPM China - 1-3 December, Foshan, China � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm-china.com/" ��details�





IPM - 26-29 January 2010, Essen, Germany � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm-essen.de/index.php?lang=en&content=000000000" ��details�





International Trials Conference: Assessment of Ornamental 


Plants. – 6-8 July 2010 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news/?p=427"��details�





If you would like to advertise a forthcoming event please contact. �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� 








For submitting ideas or to volunteer to be part of a committee or a group, please contact: 





Horticulture Group Contact Details 





Mike Hall�
Chairman�
�
Peter Grimbly�
Treasurer�
�
Sue Grimbly�
Newsletter co-ordinator�
�
Erin Taylor�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org�              T: +44(0)2075981594�
�
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Industry News





Next issue;





Horticulture in Business











REGIONAL NEWS/ HIGHLIGHTS 





If you have anything you would like to ask, then please email your query to Erin Taylor at �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� or post a letter to Erin Taylor, Group Development Manager, SCI, 14-15 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PS.











Industry News cont…





GM Generalisations are unsafe


A three-year, EU-funded project SIGMEA examined the biological, environmental, agronomic, economic and legal issues that determine whether GM and non-GM crops can feasibly be grown in the same agricultural landscape. They concluded that the assessment of a GM crop depends not only on the GM trait, but on the crop-species, its management and the environment in which it is grown. Each assessment is therefore unique. Generalisations– e.g. whether they are good or bad for the economy or the environment - have no scientific basis. � HYPERLINK "http://www.iob.org/news.asp?section=news/2009&article=GM_coexistence.xml" ��details�





Organic consumption down ….


The Soil Association has released the Organic Market Report 2009 showing that organic food sales have been hit across all sectors, as consumers tighten their belts.





Although overall UK sales of organic products increased by 1.7% in 2008 to over £2.1 billion, this statistic must be seen in the context of overall food price rises rather than sales volume increases. (FoodEast News, June Newsletter)





… but lettuce up


Consumer demand for freshness and eat-in and bring-your-own-lunch trends are pushing lettuce consumption forward, according to Florette  UK (FPJ, 26th June 2009).


World food prize awarded for work on sorghum


The 2009 World Food Prize will be awarded to Dr. Gebisa Ejeta of Ethiopia. His sorghum hybrids resistant to drought and the devastating parasitic "Striga Weed" have dramatically increased the production and availability of one of the world’s five principal grains and enhanced the food supply of hundreds of millions of people in Sub-Saharan Africa. � HYPERLINK "http://www.worldfoodprize.org/press_room/2009/june/ejeta.htm" ��to read more� 





Knobbly carrots are back


Curvy cucumbers and knobbly carrots are to return to supermarket shelves thanks to the abolition of EU rules on the size and shape of 36 types of fruit and veg.  From 1st July the rules disappeared altogether for 26 items on the list, including artichokes, asparagus, Brussels sprouts, cucumbers, onions, peas, carrots, plums, and ribbed celery.  Ten other products which account for 75% of EU fruit and veg trade, including apples, strawberries and tomatoes, can also be sold regardless of size and shape, as long as they are labelled as "intended for processing", or equivalent wording. � HYPERLINK "http://uk.news.yahoo.com/21/20090630/tuk-wonky-fruit-and-veg-set-to-return-6323e80.html" ��details�





Turkey, a growing country


The Turkish government has identified agriculture as a growth sector (FPJ, 19th June 2009)


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/growtech_eurasia.html" ��Why not visit Growtech Eurasia�


New DNA Centre


Britain's biotechnology research council the BBSRC will this week open a research centre to decode the DNA of plants and animals used in agriculture.





The Genome Analysis Centre (TGAC), based at Norwich, will focus on economically and socially important plants such as wheat and ryegrass, Scientists also hope to help develop crops with increased tolerance to drought and new antibiotics to fight 'superbugs'.  The  projects that TGAC will initially work on will be decided by an independent advisory board but there is interest in creating sustainable biofuels and vegetables containing compounds that reduce the some cancers. � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/8119704.stm" ��details�





Exceptional Viewing figures


The Horticulture Group currently has around 135 members and is growing steadily if slowly. Our e-alerts notifying people of forthcoming events are proving very effective and are delivered to over 300 recipients in other SCI Groups and outside.  The links in these e-alerts are opened on average 1.4 times suggesting that each one results in over 450 downloads of the relevant web page.  Good news for the Group as it demonstrates an exceptional level of interest in our activities.








 








Chinese garden in Hangzhou showing typical features


(Photo Phil Mullington)














Dr Leon Terry with a few of his post-graduates from Cranfield.
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