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this Germany resistance key event for plant producers and garden centre buyers.





Horticulture Group 





Newsletter �











Last April Professor Geoff Dixon described the work of the National Horticultural Forum (NHF) since its establishment in 2002.  Now as Professor Simon Bright, former Director of Warwick HRI, takes over from Susan Woodhead as the Secretary he gives, in the interview below, his assessment of where he sees the future for both the NHF and UK Horticultural R&D.


Editor








Quote of the month





The saddest aspect of life right now is that science gathers knowledge faster than society gathers wisdom.


Isaac Asimov
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What are the main successes and challenges of the NHF?


The NHF was established in 2002 to develop a common voice and agenda for research in horticulture, and has the challenge of representing more than 300 crops and production systems.  I think that this challenge has been met to a great extent with the core members of NHF continuing their support. Three major reports on the industry have been published and the voice of the NHF has been heard directly by Defra ministers, the Government Chief Scientist, BBSRC and the Technology Strategy Board (TSB), as these research funding bodies have ramped up their interest and planned investment in Food Security.  It has been a disappointment that engagement down the supply chain with supermarkets or their industry bodies has not materialised.


What are the immediate challenges for NHF and the industry?


Food Security has high political visibility going into an election year, and three challenges for this year are, firstly, to make sure that the special role of horticulture is highlighted in delivering both high quality production and  public health benefits.  Ornamental and amenity horticulture can make a strong contribution here. Secondly, visibility needs to turn into sustainable future research funding as the next government wrestles with cuts across all areas of public spending.  Finally, the R&D landscape is changing rapidly as the consequences of the decline in Defra guaranteed support to horticulture research unfold whilst at the same time the TSB is a significant new player with which the industry must engage directly. 





What are the longer term challenges for NHF and the industry?


The industry will need innovation in many forms to prosper, even in an


          Continued on page2…..


era of higher food and commodity prices.  The NHF has to be seen to be earning its keep in innovation for it to stay in existence.  It is important to maintain the fine balance between advocacy and lobbying.





What about different technologies and systems in the marketplace?


My view, along with many others, is that technologies have a vital role to play in bringing options to address the huge challenges of the “perfect storm” of climate change, population growth and its pressure on water and other resources which confronts the world over the coming years. For this reason, the public sector science base has to be up there with the best science exploring what can be done. In the marketplace, different technologies will find their place. 





How do you view the proposals f for the future of Warwick HRI?


I am very proud of what was achieved whilst I was at Warwick HRI during its first 5 years in the University both in terms of academic success and continued delivery to the horticulture industry.  I have been a strong supporter of the move to generate more interdisciplinary interactions, strengthen the teaching contribution and share expensive technology which are foreseen from the creation of a School of Life Sciences, even though this comes at a steep price of unsettling teams and relationships.  Now is the time to act as the guaranteed Defra funding declines in order to be even more competitive for all sources of research funding in the future. The challenge for the industry is to engage with these changes to make sure that the capabilities, expertise and funding streams for strategic and applied research continue to have prominence in the overall mix; that way lies sustainability in many senses. The NHF can help this process of evolution.
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�This month’s news seems to be dominated more than ever by DNA.  Kew has helped to move plant classification away from the traditional model while a more detailed study on apples and pears will ensure more accurate variety identification to enable both breeders and growers to be sure of the varieties they are using.  





Work on Artemisia opens the door to potential better crop based anti-malarial drugs and even the Dow Jones news service has been moved to note the success of GM corn in averting what could have been a disaster for the US corn crop, a vital part of the world’s total  grain harvest.              Peter Grimbly














Where next for the NHF?


                           by Professor Simon Bright


	





By William Hudson





Kildare show cancelled…


Kildare Trade Show, the showpiece event for Irish Horticulture, has been cancelled this year for the first time in nearly a quarter of a century - a reflection of the grim state of the Irish economy. 





Kildare Nursery Growers chairman Brendan Guilfoyle admitted: "We have been finding it difficult over the past few years to attract exhibitors and visitors and we felt this year the outlook was not good either." Horticulture Week � HYPERLINK "http://www.hortweek.com/news/981132/Kildare-Trade-Show-cancelled-due-recession/" ��details�





…While IPM succeeds


IPM in Essen, Germany saw exhibitor numbers rise to 1,151 pulling in an above-expectation number of over 57,000 visitors.  The improved Euro exchange rate encouraged a larger group of UK exhibitors than for many years.  Led by the Commercial Horticultural Association the group included plant raisers Johnsons of Whixley, Seiont and Oakover Nurseries all of whom returned to the show after several year’s absence. John Woods Nursery won first prize in the Patio Plant section for their new introduction of the “looking glass or mirror bush”, Coprosma repens “� HYPERLINK "http://www.johnwoodsnurseries.co.uk/RVE7b38dc9352234c3a8e2340a628640a19,,.aspx" ��Pacific Sunset�”. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm-messe.de/?lang=en" ��details�





Social networking revolution


Social networking media are moving rapidly from private communication to   business tool.  According to figures from market researcher Nielsen, the age group making most use of Twitter is 35-49 year olds and almost two thirds of them only access it at work. Facebook figures show that 25-35 year-olds use the site as much as 16-25 year-olds.  The potential to reach a massive audience at zero cost is definitely there.  You have to engage people’s interest with news, information, advice and entertainment.  There is a free service called Twilerts that sends you emails detailing any reference to your chosen keywords.  Some keywords cause you to be inundated, but using your home town for example could give a stack of contacts and, with intelligent use, opportunities. (Fruit Produce J. 8th January)





Earthquake hits Fairtrade …


The devastating earthquake in Haiti is causing chaos in the Caribbean produce industry.  Many Haitian workers, who make up the vast proportion of the field and packhouse workers in the Dominican Republic have fled home to help with relief work and find their families. This and recent severe weather conditions means that the Fairtrade banana sector is likely to be severely affected (Fresh Produce Journal, 22nd January)





…and botanic conservation


Haitian botanist, William Cinea, attended a Botanic Garden Management course at Kew Gardens in 2009 and before the earthquake was hoping to work with the Haitian government to establish a National Botanic Garden (Kew: Oncourse, issue 13, December 2009).  Kew reports, ‘we have heard from William and his immediate family are safe. I believe he has moved his family out of the capital’. Excellent news!





As easy as APG III 


Scientists from the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew (RBG Kew) have led a significant global revision of the system which botanists use to classify flowering plants. The APG (Angiosperm Pylogeny Group) classification of the orders and families of the flowering plants (angiosperms) was first published in 1998 by a global consortium of botanists, and it represented the first major group of organisms to be re-classified based largely on genetic (DNA) information.  This update adds further detail to the classification and inevitably some surprises.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.kew.org/news/as-easy-as-apg-three.htm" ��details�  





Oaklands Reunion


If you or someone you know studied at Oaklands College between 1968 and 1973 Mike Hall would like to hear from you, as a grand reunion is being planned for this summer (late July/early August). � HYPERLINK "mailto:hallrainbow@btinternet.com" ��Contact Mike Hall� 





Apples and Pears fingerprinted


Scientists at East Malling Research have completed the DNA fingerprinting of more than 2,200 apple and 500 pear trees in the National Fruit Collection.  Working with the European collaborative programme for crop genetic resources, the EMR team has identified a number of suitable genetic markers enabling them to reliably distinguish between cultivars. 





In the past identifying individual cultivars was a difficult, time- consuming task and only a handful of people ever gained the knowledge and expertise to do it correctly.





More than 40 duplicates have been identified so far in the pears and more are likely to be uncovered in the apples when all the data have been processed.  The work will be important for the horticultural industry and the licensing of varieties of fruit as well as the identification of rootstocks (South East Farmer, January)

















DNA to the fore 





eEvents Calendar





Event Name�
Date�
Venue�
Contact�
�
Biorenewable Fuel and Fertiliser: Realising the Potential�
24 March


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=SE976"��details��
Fera, York�
SCI Conference Team


�HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
Green Roofs�
29 April��HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=CMATS2904"��details��
SCI HQ, Belgrave Square�
John Fifield��HYPERLINK "mailto:john_fifield@compuserve.com"��email��
�
Market Inspired Innovation: Using Customer Insight to Drive Tomorrow's Growth�
20 May


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=SEG2005" ��details��
Langstone Technology Park, Havant�
SCI Conference Team


�HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
							 





Other Events that may be of interest











GAN Trade Show - 10 February, Ferndown, Dorset � HYPERLINK "http://www.ganshow.com/" ��details�





Grower Awards – 11 February, London � HYPERLINK "http://www.hortweek.com/events/EnhancedArticle/4496/grower-year-awards-2010/" ��details�





Salon du Vegetal - 16-18 February, Angers, France � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/salon_du_vegetal.htm" ��details�





Flormart – 19-21 February,


Padua, Italy � HYPERLINK "http://www.flormartprimavera.it/" ��details�





FPJ Regional Conference – 23 February, Perth, Scotland � HYPERLINK "http://www.freshinfo.com" ��details�





Florall – 2-3 March, Ghent, Belgium � HYPERLINK "http://www.florall.be/WatisFlorall/tabid/352/language/en/Default.aspx" ��details�





IPM Dubai - 8-10 March, Dubai, UAE � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/ipm_dubai.html" ��details�





World Floral Expo – 9-11 March, Miami � HYPERLINK "http://www.hppexhibitions.com/floriculture/2010/wfe/?=" ��details�





Hortec - 17-19 March, Nairobi, Kenya � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/hortec.htm" ��details�





Fresh Antalya – 18-20 March, Antalya, Turkey � HYPERLINK "http://www.freshantalya.com/index_en.php" ��details�





European Asparagus Conference – 23rd March, Coventry � HYPERLINK "mailto:jayne.dyas@pvga.co.uk." ��details�





National Hardware Show - 4-6 May, Chicago, USA � HYPERLINK "http://www.gardenex.com/english/events.htm" ��details�





AAB Conference “Non-food uses of crops” – 10-11 May, Wyboston, Beds. � HYPERLINK "http://www.aab.org.uk/contentok.php?id=93&basket=wwsshowconfdets" ��details�





RHS Chelsea Flower Show – 25-29 May, London � HYPERLINK "http://www.rhs.org.uk/shows-events/chelsea/index.asp" ��details�








International Trials Conference: 


Assessment of Ornamental 


Plants. – 6-8 July, Guildford - �HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news/?p=427"��details�





Woking Nursery Exhibition - 14 July, Merrist Wood College - � HYPERLINK "http://www.wokingnurseryexhibition.org.uk/" ��details�





Fruit Focus – 21 July, East Malling � HYPERLINK "http://www.fruitfocus.co.uk/" ��details�





Eastgro – 4 August, Petistree, Suffolk � HYPERLINK "http://www.fruitfocus.co.uk/" ��details�


 


International Horticultural Congress – 22-27 August, Lisbon, Portugal � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihc2010.org/" ��details�





Four Oaks Trade Show – 7-8 September, Lower Withington, Cheshire � HYPERLINK "http://www.fouroaks-tradeshow.com/" ��details�








If you would like to advertise a forthcoming event please contact. erin.taylor@soci.org





For submitting ideas or to volunteer to be part of a committee or a group, please contact: 





Horticulture Group Contact Details 





William Hudson�
Chairman�
�
Marion Stainton�
Meetings Secretary�
�
Margaret Waddy�
Minutes Secretary�
�
Sue Grimbly�
Newsletter co-ordinator�
�
Erin Taylor�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org�              T: +44(0)2075981594�
�
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Industry News











REGIONAL NEWS/ HIGHLIGHTS 





If you have anything you would like to ask, then please email your query to Erin Taylor at �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� or post a letter to Erin Taylor, Group Development Manager, SCI, 14-15 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PS.








Industry News cont…





Strategy Board to allow levy payments as R&D co-funding 


A surprise decision by the Technology Strategy Board (TSB) to allow levy payments to be used as co-funding in R&D projects has been welcomed by industry figures, who believe that intense lobbying has been key in the move.  However, Ian Crute highlighted that ornamentals would still be stymied to a large extent under the new system, which is focused on food. HDC Chairman Neil Bragg said: "There has been a bit of fast backtracking to get us involved. This should have been sorted out before the whole thing was set up. It looks as though there is a light at the end of the tunnel but we are writing the rules after the event."


Horticulture Week, 22 January





Anti-malaria plant genes mapped 


Global supply of a key, plant-based, anti-malaria drug is set to be boosted by a genetic study.  Researchers have mapped the genes of Artemisia annua to allow selection of high-yield varieties. The aim is to make growing the plant more profitable for farmers. "It's a major milestone for the development of this crop," said Professor Ian Graham from the University of York.  Dr Chris Drakeley, director of the Malaria Centre at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine adds "Anything that enables an increased yield of product from something like Artemisia annua is a major step, "This is the first line anti-malarial in nearly all endemic countries at the moment and supplies can be limited."  Artemisinin combination therapies, or ACTs, are used widely to treat malaria and are seen as the best solution to the parasite's increasing resistance to anti-malarial drugs. � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/1/hi/sci/tech/8454721.stm" ��details��


Ozonated water cleans veg.


Ozonated water can effectively treat fresh produce for salmonella, listeria and E coli, new Campden BRI test results have shown. The system, developed by Pershore-based firm Radical, effectively decontaminated whole cabbages that were deliberately infected with the diseases. Radical director Mark Fielding said: "This is a very encouraging set of results and demonstrates the potential of this technology in helping fresh fruit and vegetable processors protect their produce from potentially dangerous contaminants while avoiding the use of chemical-based sprays."  Horticulture Week, 15 January





World Horticulture meets in Lisbon


For horticultural fans all roads will lead to Portugal in August (22-27) for the International Horticultural Congress (IHC) Lisbon 2010.  This is more than a mere scientific conference – it hosts multiple activities including plenary lectures, oral and poster presentations, round-table discussions, technical visits and an exhibition. The theme of the Congress, a joint venture between the Portuguese Horticultural Association (APH) and the Spanish Society for Horticultural Sciences (SECH), is ‘Science and Horticulture for People’. The emphasis will be on science in horticulture and interaction with industry.  Visits in Portugal and Spain will allow participants to see some of the largest horticultural growing areas in Europe.  (Chronica Horticulturae vol.49, no 4, 2009) � HYPERLINK "http://www.ihc2010.org" ��details� 








Photo: Rafflesia, the giant parasitic 'corpse flower', is shown to be related to the ornamental poinsettia!             Photo � HYPERLINK "http://www.kew.org/index.htm" ��RGB Kew�
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