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this Germany key event for plant producers and garden centre buyers.
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��Writtle College won a Silver Lindley Medal for this exhibit on the effects of climate change at the 2009 Chelsea Flower Show (Photo Writtle College)





Bookings are now being taken for our conference on 30 September  entitled, ‘Plants to the Rescue’.  Sponsored by Perennial, Enterprise, Plants for People, Lantra and the Eric Gardener Memorial Trust the meeting will open with a keynote address by Dr William Bird, natural health adviser to Natural England.  You can reserve your place on the � HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1345" ��SCI Website�


Editor








Quote of the month


'It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent, but the one most responsive to change' 


Charles Darwin
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After graduating, I began my Chemistry career in the medicinal chemistry department of a pharmaceutical company. I enjoyed the creativity of the job and the challenges that the chemistry provided. I also moved into my first rented house complete with garden. Soon I received cuttings and seedlings from my parents and grandmother and my gardening hobby was underway. After two years as a medicinal chemist I left to pursue a PhD – and also left my garden. Despite living less than 200 yards from the Botanic Garden I only managed one visit – a clear indicator of my dedication to my studies (or was it the pub?)!  Towards the end of my PhD years I moved again – and once more there was a garden and so began my first foray into vegetable growing. 








Since starting work, my gardening passion grew and grew and, whilst I enjoyed my work as a process chemist, I felt more and more that a change of direction was inevitable. My first step was studying for the RHS General in my spare time and, once I had convinced myself that more knowledge would only lead me to want a new career even more, I began looking for trainee posts. I was incredibly fortunate that the Birmingham Botanical Gardens gave me an opportunity and I have never looked back. I love working with plants and every day I find out something new that astounds me and often it's the chemistry inside them.





From day one as a trainee my chemistry background has been of interest to my colleagues. There is so much that is interesting to gardeners that can be explained with a sound grasp of chemistry. It is also slightly frightening how misled people can be if they do not have that basic understanding. ….Page 2





…I recently led a guided tour of the Botanic Garden I work in now. I chose to tell the group the interesting chemical stories about the plants in the garden. Some were about the colours of the leaves and flower parts, others about the smells released by the leaves or flowers, and more about the medicinal properties of the plants. The response was incredible. I have never had such an overwhelmingly positive response from non-chemists when I’ve talked chemistry with them. I felt like I’d discovered a secret – talk to people about something they fear or shy away from, in an environment that they love, then relate the two together and they will listen with interest.





When I left the pharmaceutical industry there were lots of people who couldn’t understand why but nearly two years on I think I’ve found the perfect link between chemistry and horticulture. 


� HYPERLINK "mailto:thegardeningchemist@hotmail.co.uk" ��thegardeningchemist@hotmail.co.uk


�
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What makes SCI Special?


Many of us will be aware of a range of clubs, societies and professional bodies that exist to support horticulture and in these challenging times we all consider the benefits of membership into these networks.  With that in mind I tried to consider what to me was the unique nature of SCI.





I concluded that above all, the ability to be able to link up with those engaged with primary and secondary research, those responsible for businesses and others actively engaged with the development of policy is a huge benefit.  But, and I do not mean to preach, I can really only expect to get good quality interactions out of SCI if I try to be proactive within the overall Society.  In other words I get out what I put in and so I guess it is what each of us makes of it.  Where Science Meets Business does it for me – SCI is not dissimilar to a tin of Ronseal in that the Society’s strapline encompasses the adage – ‘it does what is says on the tin’





Mike Hall (Chairman)








Chemistry and Horticulture - My Career Change!                                      by Dr Alison Foster





By William Hudson





New acaricide


A new contact-acting acaricide, Borneo, based on the active ingredient etoxazole will be available this year in protected tomatoes and aubergines as well as a SOLA for use in protected ornamental plants.  It offers a new mode of action and greater persistence. Distributed by Fargro, it is active against the two main species of mite - Two-spotted spider mite (Tetranychus urticae) and the Red Spider Mite (Panonychus ulmi). (The Commercial Greenhouse Grower, May 2009)





Intensive orchard


Fruit filling supplier Fourayes is trialling a new method of growing Bramley apples to increase production.  Its newly planted orchard will see 1,320 trees per acre, as opposed to traditional densities of 390 per acre.  Fourayes expects to increase yields up to six tonnes an acre by the time the trees reach maturity (FPJ, 24 April 2009).





Slimming mangoes


Extracts from the seeds of a West African mango Irvingia gabonensis could inhibit the body's ability to produce fat, researchers at the University of Yaounde in Cameroon found.  In a 10 week study 102 overweight adults took either mango extract or a placebo.  Those who had taken the extract had lost around 28lb while the group that had taken the placebo registered little change.  A much larger clinical studies will follow (FPJ, 24 April 2009).





More HDC partnerships


Following his success trip to France earlier this year HDC Chairman, Neil Bragg, has been to Germany and Ireland to foster partnerships with research organisations there.  The German situation is very similar to that in the UK with erosion of applied R&D strengthening the need for closer co-operation to avoid duplication (HDC News, May 2009).





Mistletoe, a potential crop?


Mistletoe is the common name around the world for a variety of parasitic plants.  The Botanic Garden, University of Copenhagen has developed and patented a method for mass production of plants with mistletoe.  This method includes a dual propagation system of seeding the mistletoe whilst propagating the host vegetatively.  The work was mainly using the genus Viscum and in particular the South African mistletoe Viscum crassulae (The Commercial Greenhouse Grower, May 2009)





Behind Kew


Members of the SCI Horticulture Group joined with the Professional Horticulture Group South West for a behind the scenes tour of Kew.  The group saw Kew's compost recycling yard where all Kew's green waste is converted to compost and mulch and the tropical nursery where numerous endangered species are being rescued. They were also given a fascinating insight into the activities of the Jodrell Laboratory which include the DNA profiling of plants and studies to assist amongst other things in preventing the traffic in endangered species.





Healthy vegetables and…


Vitacress is one of the leading brands associating health and diet.  Technical Director, Graham Clarkson recently highlighted important compounds in their products.  These include lutein and folate in spinach, falcarinol in carrots, glucosinolates in microgreens, phenylethylisothio-cyanate (PEITC) in watercress and capsaicin in peppers. (The Vegetable Farmer, April 2009). Members can visit Vitacress on 15 July 2009.  For details � HYPERLINK "mailto:tgardener@waitrose.com" ��email�





…what makes them healthy?


Prof Greg Tucker, University of Nottingham, has identified an enormous number of active chemicals in plants, including over 12,000 alkaloids e.g. caffeine, 25,000 terpinoids including carotinoids, and 8,000 phenolics like quercetin and resveratrol.  It is this huge diversity of chemicals which promotes human health and which cannot be mimicked by pharmaceutical pills.





Pigmented vegetables such as red cabbage and those high in mustard oils, eg Chinese cabbage, mustard, horseradish, watercress and sprouts are especially effective providers of anti-oxidants. Uncooked fresh vegetables give the most benefits (The Vegetable Farmer, April 2009).





Cut flower Centre


The Cut Flower Centre has moved to Rookery Farm, Holbeach St John.  The Centre has been running trials over the last two years to help UK growers develop new crops as well as a focus for the industry to meet.


(HDC News, May 2009).

















Group Development 





Events Calendar





Event Name�
Date�
Venue�
Contact�
�
Are GM Crops Being Unnecessarily Hindered as Bioresources?�
9 June 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1372"��Details��
SCI Headquarters London�
Conference team��HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
Evening tour of the Cambridge University Botanic Garden�
11 June 2009��HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1312"��Details��
Cambridge Botanic Garden�
John O'Toole��HYPERLINK "mailto:john.otoole9@btopenworld.com"��email��
�
Vector-borne Disease in Europe�
19 June 2009��HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1333"��Details��
SCI Headquarters London�
Conference team��HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
See how topsoil is produced: tour of British Sugar factory�
7 July 2009��HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/event.jsp?Division=HRT"��Details��
British Sugar, Wissington, Norfolk�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�
Plants to the Rescue �
30 September 2009�� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1345" ��Details��
SCI Headquarters London�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�
�
�
�



�
�
�
�
�



							 





Other Events that may be of interest











Kildare Trade Show - 22-23 June 2009, Naas, Ireland - � HYPERLINK "http://www.kildaregrowers.ie/asp/section.asp?s=3" ��details�


The Greening of Crop Protection - 23 June, Campden BRI - � HYPERLINK "http://www.campden.co.uk/training/agric10.htm" ��details�


Home Covert Garden & Vitacress - 17 July, PHGSW visit, Devises, For details - � HYPERLINK "mailto:tgardener@waitrose.com" ��email�


Fruit Focus - 22 July 2009, East Malling, Kent - � HYPERLINK "http://www.fruitfocus.co.uk/" ��details�


Plantarium - 26-29 August, Boskoop, The Netherlands - �HYPERLINK "http://www.plantarium.nl/Page/nctrue/ml2/index.html"��details�


Eastgro - 5 August 2009, Pettistree, Suffolk - � HYPERLINK "http://www.eastgro.co.uk/" ��details�


Four Oaks Trade Show - 8-9 September 2009, Lower Withington, Cheshire - � HYPERLINK "http://www.fouroaks-tradeshow.com/" ��details�


VII International Symposium on Soil and Substrate Disinfestation. - September 13-18, 2009, Leuven, Belgium - � HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news" ��details�





GLEE - 20-22 September 2009, NEC, Birmingham - �HYPERLINK "http://www.gleebirmingham.com/"��details�





Changes in Plant Protection Product Regulation and the Sustainable Use Directive – 30 September 2009, York � HYPERLINK "http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/corporate.asp?id=2665" ��details�





International Trials Conference: Assessment of Ornamental 


Plants. – 6-8 July 2010 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news/?p=427"��details�





HortiFair - 13-16 October 2009 - Amsterdam - �HYPERLINK "http://www.hortifair.com/"��details�


If you would like to advertise a forthcoming event please contact. �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� 








For submitting ideas or to volunteer to be part of a committee or a group, please contact: 





Horticulture Group Contact Details 





Mike Hall�
Chairman�
�
Peter Grimbly�
Treasurer�
�
Sue Grimbly�
Newsletter co-ordinator�
�
Erin Taylor�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org�              T: +44(0)2075981594�
�
�
�
�
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Professor Monique Simmons shows members how to identify poor man's ginseng.           Photo Peter Grimbly





Industry News





In forthcoming issues;





Horticulture in China


Writtle at Chelsea











REGIONAL NEWS/ HIGHLIGHTS 








If you have anything you would like to ask, then please email  Erin Taylor at �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� or write to Erin Taylor, Group Development Manager, SCI, 14-15 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PS.











Industry News cont…





Young horticulturist


Kew Gardens’ student, Alex Summers was the winner of the 2009 Young Horticulturist of the Year competition held at the National Botanical Garden of Wales.  He plans to use his £2,000 prize to fund a ‘trip of a lifetime’ into deepest Borneo in order to study ‘parasitic’ plants.  The competition is organised by SCI members, Sue Nicholas and Graham Porter and sponsored by the Shropshire Horticultural Society, Bulldog Tools, The Horticultural Development Company, and MorePeople. 





Biocontrol for root disease


Work in Spain and Newcastle University, has found that organic inputs like grape marc compost (grape skins & pips after pressing) fresh Brassica tissue, household waste compost and composted cow manure reduce the severity of soil-borne diseases (Pyrenochaeta lycopersici and Verticillium albo-atrum).  Chitin or Chitosan products also significantly reduced soil-borne disease. (The Commercial Greenhouse Grower, April 2009)





Joining forces


East Malling Research and Stockbridge Technology Centre have signed an agreement to provide integrated applied science resources to the horticulture industry. (FPJ, 24 April 2009). 





Asparagus shoots 


UK asparagus producers have invested heavily in new acreage, as well as new varieties such that in the future there could be an export market for UK asparagus.  There has been an increase in interest in green asparagus on the continent and an increase in interest in white asparagus in the UK. Extending the UK production season is still a major challenge and Hargreaves Plants is hoping to develop new varieties with a lower trigger temperature, which can be used in conjunction with protected growing systems  (FPJ, May 2009)





AHDB favours GM


Agriculture and Horticulture Development Board chairman John Bridge has called for a more open attitude on genetic manipulation in Europe.  Introducing a Smith Institute report entitled Feeding Britain he says: 'Genetically modified organisms clearly need to be researched and tested for commercial exploitation' and 'dismissing technologies that can significantly improve crop yields could have significant long-term consequences (HDC News, May 2009).





Waste holds water


Convincing evidence from WRAP and HDC trials identified the correlation between greater water-holding capacities and improved mineral uptake within soils following the use of green waste applications in orchards, and subsequently the improved storage potential of the fruit (The Fruit Grower, May 2009).





Bigger blueberries


Blueberries twice the size of regular ones have gone on sale in the UK.  The new variety, Atlantic Blue, is the result of a 20 year natural breeding project.  The fruit is grown exclusively in southern Spain, in the Donana National Park, by Atlantic Blue, which operates the biggest blueberry growing and research institute in Europe. (FPJ, 24 April 2009).





Water efficiency at Walkers


Within 10 years, Pepsico plans to achieve zero water intake at Walkers' Crisps starting with their Leicester site.  They are involved in a pilot scheme, with Nottingham University, to recycle water extracted from potatoes during slicing and frying.  At the same time they are also working with the Scottish Crop Research Institute to investigate new potato varieties that would contain less water. The firm is also investing in research into irrigation, to compare the effectiveness of different systems and conserve water. (BBC News, Leicester, 11 February 2009)
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