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Welcome

Welcome to the November edition of the newsletter. 

Group Development and information 

Shows:

Hortifair, Amsterdam - 14-17 October 2008

This was our first year at this show and I am pleased to inform you that we managed to recruit a number of members. I am also in the process of contacting people who expressed an interest yet didn’t have the time to join on the day.

Horticulture Group Events:

Please remember to keep looking at our own events page as it is regularly updated. If you have any suggestions then please let me know as I would like to circulate a programme of events in the New Year.

I am delighted to report that the Topsoil event in October 2008 was a great success. Please see the end of this newsletter as there is a report.

‘From Food to Fork’ was another successful event for the Horticulture Roadshows. I must express thanks to everyone at The Welsh College of Horticulture for their support and ensuring that the day went well. 

The most recent event was Post-Harvest Activities at Cranfield University. Dr Leon Terry has kindly passed his presentation on to me. If you would like a copy then please let me know. 

Conferences:

Pesticide Application in Sport, Leisure and Amenity Areas

 19 May 2009

This is a joint collaboration with the Association of Applied Biologists. Further information will be released shortly.

Press Release:

The BioResources and Horticulture Groups (with the help of Geoff Dixon) have added their voices to growing concerns about proposed European Union (EU) changes to pesticide regulations in an open letter to MEPs urging them to think seriously about the consequences of any changes on human health, food production, land use, food prices, pesticide resistance and sustainability and environmental biodiversity. If you would like to see the full Press Release, contact erin.taylor@soci.org.

Questionnaires:

Please remember to complete your form and return by 1 December. I would like to present a document to the Committee when it meets next month.

New Section:

This month you will find a new section in the newsletter – New Products.

Forum:

The Horticulture group is participating in the pilot phase of SCI’s online forums with Marion Stainton and Sophie Hawkins as facilitators. The forum is doing well with postings received on GM foods, the issue of food miles, horticultural shows, and tomato ripening and storage. Participants can also contribute to the other group forums taking part in the pilot project, which include BioResources, Lipids (formerly Oils and Fats) Fine Chemicals and Scotland.

If you don’t have a username and password, please contact SCI’s web editor Joanna Pegum, E: joanna.pegum@soci.org. A guide to the forums can be found here http://www.soci.org/Forums
Committee Meeting:

Finally, please do let me know if you have any questions for the Committee as I am currently preparing the Agenda.

New Members 

Finally I would like to welcome our latest Horticulture Group recruits this month.

Industry News

General Information

English Country Gardeners Website

If you have a spare moment, please log on to www.englishcountrygardeners.co.uk. The Horticulture Group has already added some of its events.

UK Climate Impacts Programme

If anyone would like to receive the newsletter please register at http://www.ukcip.org.uk
Business 

Who is now who at Defra

If you need to moan at the UK Government: 

Hillary Benn 


- continues as secretary of state in the slimmed down Defra 

Ed Miliband 


- heads new Department for Energy and Climate Change

Huw Irranca -Davies 

- parliamentary under-secretary of state for natural and marine

environment, wildlife and rural affairs (includes pesticides    and Gangmasters Licensing Authority)

Jane Kennedy MP 

- minister for food, farming, water and waste

Lord Hunt 


- minister for sustainable development, climate-change

   adaptation and air quality

Change in Government Attitude

Speaking at the recent Tomato Growers’ Conference in Coventry, Peter Kendall, President of the National Farmers' Union (NFU) said that he felt there had been a serious change to the present Government's attitude to food production. No longer do they believe that we are a rich country that can afford to buy our food wherever we like but now recognise the importance of home production and food security. Mr Kendall thought that it was probably time that Defra put less emphasis on biodiversity and more on encouraging the agricultural and horticultural industry to produce more food (The Commercial Greenhouse Grower, November 2008).

Using schools to promote business

Former Sainsbury's food director Ian Merton has become an associate director of recruitment specialists MorePeople. Asked 'Where do you think the fresh produce industry is heading?' Merton said: 'it is going to be tough and price-focused, but what I love about produce is that it looks fantastic and is healthy - it will have a great future.' He added 'Schools will be a key element of getting kids to eat more healthily and plenty more can be done in that regard' (Fresh Produce Journal, 3 October 2008).

Food and Health 

Europe wide Maximum Residue Levels (MRLs) in fresh produce

On 1 September 2008 the European Commission published its new MRL legislation. From now onwards the MRLs in fresh produce are the same in the whole of Europe (Fruit & Veg Tech Vol.8 No. 5 2008). See http://ec.europa.eu/news/environment/080903_1_en.htm for details.

Events and Exhibitions

Obama's election boosts Hortec, Nairobi

The biennial Hortec show finally took place last week after being forced to postpone during Kenya's troubles in the spring. The UK delegation, led by the Commercial Horticultural Association, was welcomed both at the exhibition and at a reception organised by the British High Commission, where several important business contacts were made. The election of Barack Obama gave the show an unexpected boost when Kenyan President, Mwai Kibaki announced a national holiday on Thursday 6 November. 'It freed up senior managers who would otherwise have been unable to attend the event,' said Stuart Booker, Events and Marketing Manager for the Commercial Horticultural Association. Polythene tunnels and pest and disease control figured highly in visitors’ interests. 

VI International Symposium on Irrigation of Horticultural Crops

2-6 November 2009, Viña del Mar (Chile)

Organised by the International Society for Horticultural Science (ISHS) http://www.irrigation2009.cl/
New Technology

New Bio-futures Centre and Technology Park

The Royal Agricultural Society of England (RASE) is hopeful that planning permission for developments at Stoneleigh Park will be granted soon so that it can move forward with its plans for the site. These include a 'Bio-futures Centre and Technology Park that will bring together knowledge and business in order to develop new, high value products and services from plant material' (Rural Matters, Autumn 2008).

GM Technology - a balance of risks and potentials

The NFU is seeking objective analysis of genetically modified (GM) technologies to raise consumer awareness about the definition of GM foods. The move follows a survey from food research body IGD showing that more than half of consumers remained undecided on the use of GM technology, with only 7% able to give an accurate definition of GM foods. (Hort Week, 17 October 2008).

Conveyor belts save labour 

Conveyor belts have been shown to provide a labour saving of 15-25% in trials with pepper growers. Cucumber growers were also very pleased with their conveyor-belt systems, apart from the odd problem with misshapen fruit. One grower said, 'Neither we, nor our employees, want to go back to all the nuisance with crates. That took up most of our time and the work load is so much lighter' (Fruit & Veg TECH vol. 8 no.5 2008).

Pest and Disease News

Fight to save pesticides

Industry bodies are stepping up activity as the second reading of controversial European Union proposals to limit the use of plant protection products draws near The NFU is lobbying hard in Brussels and the HTA is urging members to lobby MEPs (Hort Week, 25 Sept 2008).

For HTA template letter visit: http://www.the-hta.org.uk/ic/index.asp?m=1102&s=1316
List of MEPs can be found at: http://www.europarl.org.uk/uk_meps/MembersMain.htm
Research

New variety research boost

Scientists at the Scottish Crop Research Institute (SCRI) have secured more than £700,000 of research funding to put into the Potato Chromosome 4 project that will allow researchers to map exactly where different genes responsible for traits like colour, shape and disease resistance are located. It is hoped that the findings will boost the breeding of new varieties with desirable attributes (Hort Week, 17 Oct 2008). More details: http://www.scri.ac.uk/news/geneticsfunding 

Broadening East Malling's Research

Chief executive of East Malling Research (EMR) Dr Colin Gutteridge plans to develop a 'serious commercial farming business at East Malling' which will include trials of both organic and conventionally farmed crops directly funded by industry customers (Hort Week, 24 Oct 2008).

New Products

Norman Pendred, who are best known in the glasshouse world for their humidification and plant propagation systems have introduced the H2O-2GO range of water carts that are particularly suitable for watering in stores, garden centres or greenhouses (The Commercial Greenhouse Grower, October; Garden Trade News, August 2008). More details: http://www.pendred.com/ 

Capatex has introduced a new range of plastic fixtures and fittings by Arno Plast, one of Italy's leading orchard and vineyard accessory manufacturers. Items include special plastic clips, post protection caps and systems to attach nettings to support post and wire structures. More details: http://www.capatex.com/ 

Haygrove Tunnels Ltd has developed a product range called The Greenhouse Series to encourage new entrants into the industry. They are catching the eye of the field vegetable growers and outdoor flower growers as well as those wishing to use lower temperature cultivars of salad crops and new crops such as melons to diversify their businesses with an affordable investment (The Commercial Greenhouse Grower, September 2008). More details: http://www.haygrove.co.uk/index.php 

Thompson & Morgan has launched its 'direct-to-grower' range for 2008/9 including introductions from its own breeding programme such as Antirrhinum 'Bronze Dragon', Dahlia 'Black Beauty' and Geum 'Sunrise'. It has doubled its range of young plants offered in its popular 144 plug size and added more than 50 new seeds to the range (Hort Week, 21 August 2008). More details: http://www.direct2grower.com/
Features 
Visit to British Sugar plant at Wissington, Norfolk 

Peter Grimbly

Donned in compulsory luminous jackets and hard hats members of the Horticulture Group were shown around the British Sugar plant at Wissington in Norfolk. The factory had been easy to find with its tall silos dominating the flat fenland landscape. Furthermore, as they neared the site everyone was inevitably following at least one of the 1,100 lorry loads of sugar beet that arrive at the factory each weekday from its 1,400 growers. Our host Andy Petch and his colleague Dan Downs showed us how, once unloaded, the 3 million tonnes of beet are cleaned and diced to enable the raw sugar to be efficiently dissolved in water from which pure sugar can eventually be crystallised out. The Wissington plant is the largest of British Sugar's three plants and, working 320 days a year, processes more sugar than any other factory in the world. However, none of the familiar bags of Silver Spoon sugar leave its gates. All the sugar goes out in bulk to industrial users, Coca-Cola being one of its largest customers.

Despite this throughput nothing is wasted. For example, waste lime from the purifying process goes to improve farmland pH, beet waste goes into animal feed, waste heat and carbon dioxide are used to grow the tomatoes at Cornerways nursery next door. Sugar that is surplus to EU quotas is now converted into bioethanol on site. 

Of particular interest to the Horticulture Group was the way in which the soil that represents 5% of each load is converted into topsoil. The mud, washed off the sugar beet is separated into its constituent sand, silt and clay in large settling ponds and allowed to dry. It is then re-mixed to provide low-moisture soil mixtures to enable all-year-round landscaping work and for top dressing sports fields.
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