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this Germany resistance key event for plant producers and garden centre buyers.
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In his lead article Mike Hall describes one of the unique opportunities open to those interested in gaining horticultural qualifications.  Another that should not be forgotten is the Kew Diploma.  Unlike MHort it is a course that requires a three-year commitment but with a high level of practical work involved. However, there are no course fees and, what is more, students are paid.


Editor








Quote of the month





'More must be done to bridge the knowledge gap so that, when people make decisions about food they eat, they are based on sound science and not scare stories' 


Dr Julian Little
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Those who believe that there may have been a general devaluation of qualifications in the past few years should look closely at the Royal Horticultural Society's "Master of Horticulture" (see RHS for � HYPERLINK "http://www.rhs.org.uk/Learning/Education/exams_master.htm" ��details�.) This qualification continues to retain a uniqueness that sets it apart from other horticultural qualifications.  For example, the two-day ‘Technical Competence Assessment’ where there is an emphasis on the practical assessment and interpretation of situations and problem solving – key management skills!





The ‘MHort (RHS)’, as it has become known, continues to attract increased interest from prospective candidates each year.  This may be partly driven by the recession.  However, there is evidence that the MHort’s uniqueness may be the primary focus of many whom are interested in the qualification.  


MHort is a professional qualification, validated by the RHS, and not a course.  This means that candidates largely work by themselves rather than attend classes that may impinge upon their social and professional commitments.  The Society offers considerable support that ranges from a detailed syllabus and series of open days to an extensive mentoring service and support for peer group interactions.  Across the country there are a few instances where potential MHort candidates can subscribe to courses that help them prepare.  However, these are inevitably provided only where there is adequate demand such as at Hadlow College near Tonbridge in Kent.





During the past twenty years there has been a proliferation of new courses across all sectors on offer by colleges and universities.  This trend has embraced our own industry and as most providers of education have striven to gain market advantage over their competitors. 


(Continued on Page 2 ….)


Many of the qualifications on offer enable a ‘student’ to enrol immediately after they leave the secondary education system.  The MHort is different because there is a requirement that candidates have relevant experience and prior qualifications before they are accepted.  For those interested in their own Continuing Professional Development (CPD), the RHS range of qualifications is well worth a look.  Whilst MHort remains its ‘gold-standard’ position, there are other awards that cover a range abilities and experiences.





There has not been a better time for our horticultural industry to raise its profile.  The importance of the industry is, at long last, being widely recognised by politicians as well as commercial and public sector bodies. However, only those who can demonstrate true abilities may be able to fully capitalise upon the opportunities that exist.  In this context, maybe, just maybe, the Royal Horticultural Society’s Master of Horticulture might be for you?
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With encouragement from Dr Leon Terry the post-graduate students of Cranfield University led by Jordi Giné Bordonaba have put together a day of talks, posters and "hot-topic" discussions on the post-harvest problems of fruit, vegetables and flowers. “From field to fork” on 17th November aims to bring together young scientists and industry representatives to present and discuss new technologies that could lead to fruits and vegetables with higher quality and nutritional properties.  The event has already attracted participants from Portugal, Spain and Switzerland and necessitated a rethink on the seating capacity needed. 





Growing consumer awareness and demand for food quality, nutrition and safety has created a competitive environment in the food sector in which the producer is encouraged to supply fruits and vegetables with enhanced flavour or added nutritional value. Raising the quality of produce can be achieved by improvements at any point throughout the food chain i.e. “From field to fork”. Book now, while there is still space available.   �HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT970"��Details�














Masters of Horticulture


by Mike Hall	





By William Hudson





Remove the shackles


At the recent Campden BRI seminar on the 'Greening' of Crop Protection, Professor Geoff Dixon said that 'unless the shackles are removed from the production of genetically modified crops, plant breeding will, to all useful intents, disappear from Europe'. He added that 'without suitable crop protection products we would lose at least 20% of yield to weeds, pests and diseases' (The Commercial Greenhouse Grower, September 2009).





Pest sucker


A modified tractor-mounted suction machine, designed in the USA to collect horse droppings from paddocks is being used by at least one UK grower to get rid of leafhoppers from field grown herbs (HDC News, September 2009).





More UK fruit


A new facility at FW Mansfield & Son's Nickle Farm in Kent will have the capacity to store up to 20,000 bins of fruit in 33 new coldstores, of which 32 have controlled atmosphere capability. Paul Mansfield said 'this is a flexible packing operation with the best storage in the UK' The £8.5 million-plus project has been partly funded with a £1 m contribution from the South East England Development Fund (SEEDA). Valerie Carter of SEEDA added 'It is because of facilities like these that we have a real chance to grow and store more fruit and get more home-grown fruit into the mouths of our children and families.' (FPJ, 21st August 2009)





Sea greens


In Lincolnshire and Scotland sea kale is being grown on a small scale.  Another sea vegetable, samphire, is also receiving some attention from growers across the UK and in Europe with the UK market in mind (FPJ, 21st August 2009).








GM meals


'More than two trillion meals containing GM ingredients have been consumed by people across the world over the past 13 years, without a single substantiated claim of harm to human health' stories' Dr Julian Little, chairman of the Agricultural Biotechnology Council (FPJ, 21st August 2009)





Free draining turf


The European Turfgrass Laboratories in Scotland found that a product, Aquadyne, made from 100% recycled plastic significantly improves the drainage of water in fields, sports pitches, golf courses and domestic gardens.  It consists of blocks of macro and micro porous cells that are claimed not to clog. � HYPERLINK "http://www.econoplas.co.uk/indexhome.htm" ��details� (UK Landscape Today, Issue 8)





Solar pump


Hotbox International announced its Waterwand Solar Rainwater pump at Four Oaks to be available in January 2010.  This automatic solar irrigation pump ensures that plants receive feed and water every three hours, even when you are away.  It is available with either drip or seep hose irrigation kits. � HYPERLINK "http://www.hotboxworld.com/" ��details� 


 


Where next on peat?


As Government’s 2010 deadline to reduce the horticultural use of peat by 90% rapidly approaches, the issue of peat and peat alternatives is set to become a hot topic this autumn. 





The drive to replace peat was part based on the blind assumption that anything was better than peat. You might have hoped that when Government started pursuing this policy they at least did it in the knowledge that peat alternatives were actually more sustainable than peat itself. They didn’t. 





There is a clear willingness among growers to become more sustainable, but the reality is this will only continue if there is clear business benefit. The ‘next step’ for the peat issue will only be successful if the responsibilities and costs of peat replacement are justified and shared reasonably among all those involved, including the buying public.  


(NFU e-Newsletter)





In Memoriam


Professor Chris Lamb CBE FRS


We are sad to announce the untimely death of  Professor Chris Lamb, Director of the John Innes Centre and John Innes Professor at the University of East Anglia, Norwich.  Professor Lamb worked on plant disease resistance and natural products from plants.





Herman Baarda MBE


We were also sad to learn of the death of Herman Baarda, one of the pillars of the glasshouse industry.  Herman was active through the NFU and Governing Bodies in supporting research and development as well as the overall well-being of the horticultural sector.





 











Student Enterprise 





eEvents Calendar





Event Name�
Date�
Venue�
Contact�
�
Soil - Delivering ecosystem services�
8 October 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT962"��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team�� HYPERLINK "conferences@soci.org" ��email��
�
How to recognise bad science�
15 October 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HQ001" ��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team�� HYPERLINK "conferences@soci.org" ��email��
�
The science of taste and  flavour�
22 October 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT"��details��
University of Bristol�
Andy Tubb��HYPERLINK "mailto:andy.tubb@uwe.ac.uk"��email��
�
Misunderstanding scientists�
3 November 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=LON007" ��details��
University College London�
Rosie Coates


� HYPERLINK "mailto:rosiecoates@yahoo.co.uk" ��email��
�
Antioxidants in Food - from Science to Shelf�
9 November 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=FCOMM966" ��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team�� HYPERLINK "conferences@soci.org" ��email��
�
From field to Fork - How to improve the quality of fruits and vegetables�
17 November 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT"��details��
Cranfield Health, Cranfield, Bedfordshire�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�
Prize Giving & Social Evening�
19 November 2009�� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=SLIV004" ��details��
Portico Library, Manchester�
Marie Connor


� HYPERLINK "mailto:%20%20marie_connor@hotmail.co.uk" ��email��
�
							 





Other Events that may be of interest











South West Regional Growers Show - 7 October, Exeter - � HYPERLINK "http://www.southwestgrowersshow.co.uk/" ��details�





HortiFair - 13-16 October 2009, Amsterdam, Holland �HYPERLINK "http://www.hortifair.com/"��details�





Iberflora - 14-16 October 2009, Valecia, Spain details � HYPERLINK "http://iberflora.feriavalencia.com/index2.jsp?Mjg%3D&X2VuZw%3D%3D" ��details�





Southern Growers Show - 11 November 2009, Chichester - � HYPERLINK "http://www.monrosouth.co.uk/southerngrowers/" ��details�





IFEX/Gardex - 11-13 November, Tokyo, Japan � HYPERLINK "http://www.gardenex.com/english/events.htm" ��details�





IPM China - 1-3 December, Foshan, China � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm-china.com/" ��details�





Growtech Eurasia - 3-6 December, Antalya, Turkey � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/growtech_eurasia.html" ��details�





Harrogate Week - 19-21 January 2010, Harrogate � HYPERLINK "http://www.harrogateweek.org.uk/" ��details�





IPM - 26-29 January 2010, Essen, Germany � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm-essen.de/index.php?lang=en&content=000000000" ��details�





GAN Trade Show - 10 February 2010, Ferndown, Dorset � HYPERLINK "http://www.ganshow.com/" ��details�





Salon du Vegetal - 16-18 February 2010, Angers, France � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/salon_du_vegetal.htm" ��details�





IPM Dubai - 8-10 March 2010, Dubai, UAE � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/ipm_dubai.html" ��details�





Hortec - 17-19 March 2010, Nairobi, Kenya � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/hortec.htm" ��details�





National Hardware Show - 4-6 May, Chicago, USA � HYPERLINK "http://www.gardenex.com/english/events.htm" ��details�








International Trials Conference: Assessment of Ornamental 


Plants. – 6-8 July 2010 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news/?p=427"��details�





If you would like to advertise a forthcoming event please contact. �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� 








For submitting ideas or to volunteer to be part of a committee or a group, please contact: 





Horticulture Group Contact Details 





Mike Hall�
Chairman�
�
Peter Grimbly�
Treasurer�
�
Sue Grimbly�
Newsletter co-ordinator�
�
Erin Taylor�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org�              T: +44(0)2075981594�
�


















�





Industry News





�





REGIONAL NEWS/ HIGHLIGHTS 





If you have anything you would like to ask, then please email your query to Erin Taylor at �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� or post a letter to Erin Taylor, Group Development Manager, SCI, 14-15 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PS.











Industry News cont…





NHF meets Chief Scientist


The National Horticultural Forum (NHF) and other industry representatives met with government chief scientist John Beddington to discuss the crisis facing research and development.  NHF chairman Andrew Colquhoun described the meeting as 'the best hearing we have had so far.'  Beddington has asked the Government Office for Science to convene another meeting in the autumn (Hort Week, 7th august) 





Skills shortage


A recent  Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council consultation  highlighted the shortage of research expertise in areas such as plant pathology, virology, entomology and weed science.  The AHDB points out there are skill shortages at all levels in the research industry: 'Careers in agricultural research are harder to sustain as the research base has shrunk in line with funding.' (HDC News, September 2009).





New tree ties


Plastic specialist Tynemoulds & Machinery have developed a new Tree Support Tie, designed to support and protect container trees when grown against steel or nylon wire.  They avoid the damage that can result from conventional ties. (Hort Week, 28th August 2009).


Blue Tits "disinfect" nests


On Corsica, blue tits (Cyanistes caeruleus) incorporate fresh fragments of aromatic plants including lavender, mint and curry plants into their nests to disinfect them.  Researchers at the University of Toulouse found that aromatic plants, including lavender (Lavandula stoechas), apple mint (Mentha suaveolens), the curry plant (Helichrysum italicum) and Achillea ligustica significantly change the composition of bacterial communities living on blue tit nestlings. � HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/earth/hi/earth_news/newsid_8199000/8199726.stm" ��Details�





Prevent pod shatter


Pod shatter is a useful mechanism for seed dispersal in Brassicas but is a major problem when harvesting oil seed rape.  As well as losing valuable seed it results in 'volunteer' seedlings that contaminate the next crop.  Using Arabidopsis, researchers have discovered that by artificially producing the plant hormone, auxin, in a specific region of the fruit, they can stop fruit opening, completely sealing the seeds inside. John Innes Centre scientists are also researching genetic solutions to reduce pod shatter (Advances, Summer 2009)





Pests & diseases


Studies at John Innes Centre using the bacterial pathogen ……….…..  …….Pseudomonas syringae  which causes bacterial speck disease on susceptible tomatoes showed that bacteria produce a range of effectors, protein molecules that contribute to virulence in the plant.  In susceptible cultivars, these effectors can block the plant's defence response by attacking the host signalling machinery while resistant cultivars have evolved receptors to neutralise these effectors.  It can be understood as an evolutionary 'arms race' in which the plant evolves receptors to recognise potential pathogens and the pathogens evolve ways to evade recognition or suppress defence (Advances, Summer 2009)





Photographing fruit yield


A study in Nova Scotia evaluated a photographic method for fruit yield estimation in blueberry plantations.  A camera pointed downwards one metre above the crop took pictures and custom image processing software was developed to count the blue pixels of ripe fruit in each image.  The percentage blue pixels correlated highly significantly with manual harvested fruit yield. Based on the results, automated yield monitoring is being developed and incorporated into a harvester to monitor and map blueberry fruit yield in real time (The Fruit Grower, July 2009).














 














Blue Tits use herbs to "disinfect" their nests


Photo �HYPERLINK "http://www.freedigitalphotos.net/"��freedigitalphotos�








Sea Kale in Sussex.  Grown in Scotland as a green vegetable.


Photo Peter Grimbly
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