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this Germany resistance key event for plant producers and garden centre buyers.





Horticulture Group 





Newsletter �











This month sees the start of the Autumn conference season.  Don't forget to keep a place in your diary for Plants to the Rescue on 30th September and to book your place while the early discount lasts.  We follow in November with from Field to Fork.  Although billed as being for post-graduate students it is really suitable for all interested in the post-harvest treatment of fresh produce.


Editor








Quote of the month





'There will come a time when it is no longer possible for the UK to rely on "exporting its famine" to other parts of the world,' 


Hugh Lowe
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We are all familiar with horticultural businesses as part of the horticultural industry.  However, the relationship between horticulture and business is sometimes more complex.





This month's conference, "Plants to the Rescue" will illustrate a number of ways that plants can improve our "well-being" in and out of the workplace and in the process help the productivity of any business. 





Many horticultural businesses combine a growing concern with a marketing and sales operation. Some growers supplying supermarkets have gone down this route, securing the outlet for their own produce and buying in from elsewhere to provide the year-round continuity demanded by their customers. 





Two recent visits by the SCI Horticulture Group have illustrated how horticulture can be integrated into much wider business operations.  At British Sugar we saw how the soil that inevitably comes with sugar beet can be reclaimed to make topsoils for use in landscaping and top dressing for sports fields.  Here the horticultural component provides an income stream to offset the otherwise considerable cost of disposing of the waste soil.





British Sugar also pipes waste heat and carbon dioxide into the adjacent Cornerways Nursery to produce tomatoes.  The hot water comes from the evaporators used to extract sugar from the concentrated liquor and provides an all year round source to maintain the desired temperatures in the glasshouses. Piping CO2 into the glasshouse under the crop helps achieve the very high yields that typify modern glasshouse tomato crops.





More recently the Group visited Vitacress in Wiltshire where a range of baby leaf salad crops are produced.  


(continued on Page 2)


All the harvested crop is sent to the company's main site in Hampshire where it is packed along with the crop around which the company grew, watercress.  The English winter inevitably reduces the company's ability to produce the all-year-round supplies required by its major customers so the company owns sites in Spain and Portugal to complement the UK production.  





Vitacress is in fact part of the much larger Portuguese RAR Group.  The Group also owns Wight Salads, one of the UK's largest tomato growers, so within the UK the group is a purely horticultural one.  However in Portugal they are also involved in the grain and animal food market, in sugar refining and chocolate production as well as producing domestic and pharmaceutical aerosols, property and travel agents.





Horticulture businesses can thus be an integral part of a whole complex of businesses and not just operate in isolation.





Issue 8 / September 2009





SCI Web Site


The Horticulture pages have now been moved to the new web-site.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/" ��Check it out�.





Annual General Meeting - 25 Sept


The papers for the Annual General Meeting of the Group have been circulated and your presence is encouraged.  As an added treat member, Tom de Vesci, will give a presentation on his business ensuring the quality of imported coir and encouraging its use both in horticulture and elsewhere. �HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HOR001"��Details�





Plants to the Rescue - 30 Sept�Plants influence the environment around us in many subtle and less obvious ways.  Come and learn how plants help us and our businesses indoors as well as out. The delegate list is growing and now is the time to add your name.  �HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT955"��Details�





From Field to Fork - 17 November


This event is being organised by the post-graduate students of Cranfield University and will discuss the post-harvest work of the college. It will also provide a forum for other post-graduates as well as all involved with getting fruit and vegetables from the field to the table. �HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT"��Details�














Horticulture in Business


by Peter Grimbly	





By William Hudson





New slug pellet


Cobra, a new pellet that attacks slugs, snails and strawberry seed beetles has been released by Interfarm.  It contains methiocarb that is less soluble than metaldehyde so has less risk of water contamination  It works in all weather conditions offering long-lasting persistence (Hort Week, 24th July).





Grape seed aids diabetics


A US study shows that grape seed extract switches gene signals back on that help insulin receptors work properly - a major discovery for anyone concerned with their weight or diabetes (FPJ 10th July, 2009).





Improved anti-malarial


Large scale commercial growing and harvesting of sweet wormwood (Artemisia annua) in the UK is a step closer, following research by a consortium based at East Malling Research (EMR).  The plant is the main source of anti-malarial drug artemisinin, for which global demand is increasing but conventional production suffers from high variability.  The project succeeded in breeding plants that yielded almost double the quantity of artemisinin previously recorded, while also showing improved uniformity and tolerance to the UK climate.  New ways to extract and purify the drug are being developed by consortium partner Botanical Developments. (Hort Week, 31st July).





Improved vase life


The results of studies on the vase life and bud opening of cut flowers of Lisianthus suggest that peracetic acid can be a useful alternative to sodium hypochlorite for vase solutions because it is without the health drawbacks of trihalomethanes.  The degradation of peracetic acid is environmentally friendly as it decomposes to form acetic acid (The Commercial Greenhouse Grower, August 2009).


Rhizobacteria enhance shelf-life of pot plants


Research at Lancaster University has shown that some strains of rhizobacteria, a group of bacteria that feed off the exudates from plant roots, enhance crop performance in drought conditions as they disrupt the production of ethylene which plants generate in response to stress (HDC News, July/August 2009).





UV enhances mushrooms


Studies show that treating mushrooms with UV light before picking can boost their vitamin D content and this stays stable for several days in cool storage.  Research at Aahus University in Denmark aims to find the most effective light level and exposure time.  It is thought that a period of 10 - 30 minutes applied once just before picking will have the best effect (Hort Week, 5th June).





PhD in scientific principles of colour in flowerbeds


Swedish researcher Nina Nilsson has been awarded the first ever doctorate on the colour composition of flower beds from the University of Gothenburg.  She based her research on the works of Gertrude Jekyll and Johannes Itten.  She is attempting to scientifically document the principles that bring harmony and beauty to a flowerbed. Yellow has been a trendy colour for this season as it is easily recognised and has a strong presence.  'Where there is a square metre of garden planted with yellow flowering plants, our perception tends to enlarge their presence and can seem as if these plants occupy an area twice as big,' says Nina Nilsson.  Balance can be created by assigning proportional field size to visual weight of colour.  Harmonious proportions between yellow and violet are 1:3 but if the proportion of yellow is too great, then the violet changes to a greyish hue. Another way of using yellow flowers is to use colours in almost the same tone or brightness: light pink, white, light purple and light violet (Floraculture International July/August 2009).





UV on strawberries


Dutch strawberry research has led to the development of a machine designed to bombard field grown plants with high levels of Ultra-Violet (UV) light.  The machine is suspended from a frame attached to the rear of a tractor and uses €2/ha in fuel to power the generator.  It kills the fungus but is not a preventative treatment.  It has been found to reduce the use of chemicals and thus reduce residue levels (Berry Yearbook and Buyers Guide 2009 - ACT Publishing)





Improved resistance


Harpin is one of a group of protein containing compounds that activate stress responses in plants.  A report in the International Journal of Vegetable Science suggests that harpin may induce resistance to Verticillium dahliae in peppers (The Commercial Greenhouse Grower, August 2009).











Coming Events 





eEvents Calendar





Event Name�
Date�
Venue�
Contact�
�
Innovation in Crop Production for productivity and Biodiversity


�
9 September 2009��HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=PEST956"��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team�� HYPERLINK "conferences@soci.org" ��email��
�
Group Annual General Meeting


�
25 September 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HOR001"��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�
Plants to the Rescue�Book now for early discount �
30 September 2009��HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT955"��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team�� HYPERLINK "conferences@soci.org" ��email��
�
Soil - Delivering ecosystem services�
8 October 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT962"��details��
SCI Headquarters London�
SCI Conference Team�� HYPERLINK "conferences@soci.org" ��email��
�
From field to Fork - How to improve the quality of fruits and vegetables�
17 November 2009


�HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/General-Pages/Display-Event?EventCode=HORT"��details��
Cranfield Health, Cranfield, Bedfordshire�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�



							 





Other Events that may be of interest











Four Oaks Trade Show - 8-9 September 2009, Lower Withington, Cheshire - � HYPERLINK "http://www.fouroaks-tradeshow.com/" ��details�


VII International Symposium on Soil and Substrate Disinfestation. - September 13-18, 2009, Leuven, Belgium - � HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news" ��details�





GLEE - 20-22 September 2009, NEC, Birmingham - �HYPERLINK "http://www.gleebirmingham.com/"��details�





Changes in Plant Protection Product Regulation and the Sustainable Use Directive – 30 September 2009, York - � HYPERLINK "http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/corporate.asp?id=2665" ��details�





IPPS International conference 2009 - 15-18 September, Co Kilkenny, Ireland - � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipps.org.uk/conference.html" ��details�





South West Regional Growers Show - 7 October, Exeter - � HYPERLINK "http://www.southwestgrowersshow.co.uk/" ��details�





HortiFair - 13-16 October 2009 - Amsterdam - �HYPERLINK "http://www.hortifair.com/"��details�





Southern Growers Show - 11 November 2009, Chichester - � HYPERLINK "http://www.monrosouth.co.uk/southerngrowers/" ��details�





IPM China - 1-3 December, Foshan, China � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm-china.com/" ��details�





IPM - 26-29 January 2010, Essen, Germany � HYPERLINK "http://www.ipm-essen.de/index.php?lang=en&content=000000000" ��details�

















GAN Trade Show - 11 February, Ferndown, Dorset � HYPERLINK "http://www.ganshow.com/" ��details�





International Trials Conference: Assessment of Ornamental 


Plants. – 6-8 July 2010 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news/?p=427"��details�





If you would like to advertise a forthcoming event please contact. �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� 








For submitting ideas or to volunteer to be part of a committee or a group, please contact: 





Horticulture Group Contact Details 





Mike Hall�
Chairman�
�
Peter Grimbly�
Treasurer�
�
Sue Grimbly�
Newsletter co-ordinator�
�
Erin Taylor�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org�              T: +44(0)2075981594�
�
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Industry News








REGIONAL NEWS/ HIGHLIGHTS 





If you have anything you would like to ask, then please email your query to Erin Taylor at �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� or post a letter to Erin Taylor, Group Development Manager, SCI, 14-15 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PS.











Industry News cont…





Knotweed control


Defra is seeking views on a proposal to release the non-native insect psyllid Aphalara itadori to help control Japanese knotweed (Fallopia japonica). The psyllid attacks the plant and reduces its vigour, thus reducing the use of chemicals and the costs of control including weedkillers and physical removal. If a licence is issued, it is expected that the psyllid would be released and monitored at a small number of sites initially, followed by wider release in England and Wales. � HYPERLINK "http://www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/japanese-knotweed/index.htm" ��Details�





Eden Project - world leader


The UK is a world leader in creating innovative and memorable visitor attractions - both at home and overseas. Few places epitomise this more than the Eden Project. The Eden Project's Rainforest Biome is the world's largest conservatory while its gardens are equivalent in size to over 30 football pitches.  UK Trade & Investment aims to help build on successes such as Eden by raising the international profile of UK firms and assisting them in securing overseas contracts (Springboard Summer 2009, UK business excellence on a global stage).





Kew Review


Defra has announced a review of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew to assess it’s scientific research functions, how it supports Defra’s objectives and whether it has the resourcing and infrastructure necessary to carry out its statutory functions. The review is expected to be completed by 31 March 2010.





Protecting trees from rabbits


Brian Tompsett who manages 70ha of orchards in Kent finds that wire netting guards are the most reliable method to protect trees from rabbits.  He staples the guards to stakes because rabbits have learned to push them up so that the tree trunks are accessible.  He finds that spiral plastic guards hide canker lesions, produce a microclimate conducive to disease and can be pushed down by the pest (Hort Week, 17th July 2009).





Nematode for golf course biocontrol 


The biological control of chafer grubs and leatherjackets has been given a boost with Farmura signing an exclusive agreement with E-Nema GmbH to distribute two nematode products Nema-green and Nemastar in England, Scotland and Wales.  Nemastar, containing  Steinernema carpocapsae, applied in September or October controls the young larvae and prevent leatherjacket damage the following spring.  Chafer damage occurs from mid-July onwards and Nema-green, containing Heterorhabditis bacteriophora, should be applied from then until the end of September  (Hort Week, 17th July 2009)





Undercover Wimbledon


Wimbledon's new multi-million pound retractable roof over Centre Court has attracted nothing but praise after the first tournament finished. Other courts all have covers. Courts 1, 2 and 12 benefit from hydraulic systems to raise the cover from the surface, while the remaining championship courts have covers that are inflated by fans, allowing water to drain into channels around the court. The covers made of a specifically produced material designed uniquely for grass sports to let in light without 'burning' the grass while also being treated to withstand damage caused by fungicides and bacteriocides used on grass courts (Turf Professional, June/July 2009).





Flower trap


A raspberry beetle trap built like a giant flower was on display at the recent Scottish Crop Research Institute (SCRI) Fruit for the Future event.  The trap, marketed by Agrisense and supplied by Agralan mimics the scent of the flowering plant, attracting beetles from as far away as 100m before making them fall into soapy water.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.agrisense.co.uk/Product_ag.php?id=177" ��Details�





http://www.agrisense.co.uk/Product_ag.php?id=177











Baby leaf salad production at Vitacress in Wiltshire


Photo Peter Grimbly








Jephson Gardens, Leamington Spa, too much yellow?


Photo Peter Grimbly
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