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Crop Protection Management Plans, ELS and 
Defra’s CSF Delivery Initiative

Martin Froment
Natural England

Topics for today

• Overall framework for improving stewardship of pesticides 
through advice and incentive on farms

• Environmental Stewardship – where are we?
• England CSF Delivery Initiative
• Challenges and next steps 



2

Entry Level Stewardship

Objective; to address landscape 
scale environmental problems

• Diffuse pollution
• Loss of widespread species
• Loss of landscape character
• Damage to archaeology

Good Agricultural and 
Environmental Condition (GAEC) 

under cross-compliance

ELS/OELS

HLS Environmental 
Stewardship (NE)

Single        
Payment Scheme  

(RPA)

WES (EN)

CSS (RDS)

ESA (RDS)

Nos. of agreements

Incentive Framework
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Environmental Stewardship

• Over 50 options in ELS
• Farmer self selects from options to achieve farm points target 
• £30 ha flat rate
• ELS options of interest

– EM4; CPMP – 2 points ha
– EE1-3; buffer strips – 400 points ha
– EF9/10; Conservation headlands (with or without fertiliser) 100-

300 points ha

NE target 

– 60% agricultural land in ELS by 2010

Targeting Based on Joint Character Areas (JCAs)
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ELS Guidance Notes

Field margins
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Conservation headlands
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Crop protection management plans

• Link to VI plans

• Keep accurate records
• Maintain equipment
• Plan must be site specific and 

updated annually
• Management must aim to 

minimise pollution impact from 
pesticides

• EM2 is based on field area of 
annual crops excluding grass

Appendix 1, page 104
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Crop Protection Management Plans - uptake

2851,595Yorks/Humber

1721,117West Midlands

1701,072Southwest

2551,066Southeast

30239Northwest

70377Northeast

4041,930East Midlands

5952,766East

Area (K ha) Agreements Region

36% of all ELS agreements have a CPMP

56% of land under ELS has a CPMP
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EM1-Soils
Identifies high risk soils

EM2-Nutrients
To avoid over application

EM3-Manures
Identifies areas on-farm for 

spreading manures on a risk basis

EM4-Crop Protection
Aimed at minimising risk to water 

and biodiversity



9

Option spend on ELS (£m / anum)

Total: £53 m, approximately £4.1 m on CPMPs
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England CSF Delivery Initiative

• Tackling dwpa
• Preparing farmers for WFD
• Sediments, P, N, pesticides 

and FIO
• Engaging with farmers  via 

a supportive approach using 
advice and incentives

• Working in priority 
catchments where 
practices impact on water 
quality and habitat 
condition

Initiative Activities include

• Catchment appraisal 
• Water quality monitoring/evaluation 
• Creation of catchment steering groups
• Advice to farmers and land managers

1:1 advice
1 to many (demo, workshops, seminars)

• Capital grant scheme 
• Support for ‘Associate catchment’ activities 
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http://defrawebd/rds/farmadvice/ecsfdi/northeast.htm
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Catchment priorities and targets

2

1

3

ECSFDI 
priority 

catchments for 
pesticides

Yorkshire Ouse

IPU and mecoprop
in surface water

Wensum, Waveney

IPU, CTLR

River Wyre

MCPA/CMPP in 
surface water

Teme 

IPU and CMPP in 
surface water Little Ouse

Pesticides in 
groundwater
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Bob Breach MBE
Water Quality and Environmental Consultancy

IPU RISK MAP FOR TEME CATCHMENT

ECSFDI 
Associate 
catchments 

with pesticide 
interest

Ingbirchworth
Blythe

Cherwell

9 out of 20 
projects have 

pesticide interest
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CSF Capital grant scheme 07/08

• Consultation in February 
2006, final details with Defra

• Grant limited to 40 ECSFDI 
catchments

• 1 year competitive scheme
• Cap £10K per holding
• List of 28 items, including 

pesticide biobeds
• Funding priority statement 

per catchment

Funding Priorities and Target Areas for capital grant
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Land manager Attitude to Pesticide Use

• Do you think farmers need to 
do more to reduce pesticide 
impacts?
– 50%

• Are you more aware of 
pesticide pollution issues now 
than a year ago?
– 64%

• Do you believe you could do 
more to reduce likelihood of 
pesticides being detected in 
surface waters?
– 64%

ESF, all England, 800 farmers, 530 used pesticides – 2006

Challenges

• Continue to raise awareness about environmental impact of 
pesticides amongst farmers

• Secure ownership and commitment from pesticide users to 
continually improve practice

• To turn financial support via ELS and CSF into change on farms
– Demonstrate that CPMP result in improved management, not 

dust on shelves!


