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Synopsis

Bitumen is a complex visco-elastic material, derived from the hard
end of the hydro-carbon spectrum, which is used as the binder
in the majority of flexible road pavements since the demise of
coal tar in the middle of the last century.  The complexity allows
for wide variation in properties, both naturally occurring and
deliberately engineered, that leaves many engineers who regularly
use the product confused about the myths and the truth.  The
seminar is intended to set out the position of bitumen as a useful
engineering material that is key to an efficient road network in
this and other countries.  Papers will be presented reviewing the
history, exploration and manufacture of the material, looking at
its chemical and physical properties, its influence within asphalt
mixtures and its specification and testing.

Attendees
The seminar is aimed as an update to practising engineers and
technicians in the highway and airfield industry, whether from a
bitumen supplier, an asphalt producer, a consultant or a highway
authority. In short, anyone who will be designing, specifying,
producing or laying asphalt in which bitumen is a major contributor
to the performance. It will assist their understanding of how to
optimise that performance during construction, on site and for
durability.

Information on SCI

Partners

The seminar will
examine the
issues from the
perspectives of
clients, contractors,
suppliers and
network operators
and will explore
some of the
potential responses
and the actions
being taken both
to maintain the
highway asset
and to sustain
the maintenance
industry.

SCI is a
forward-looking
multidisciplinary
membership
organisation
connecting industry,
government and
academia to advance
the application
of science for the
benefit of society.

SCI offers a network of contacts spanning the chemical and
chemical-using industries, together with a rolling programme
of conferences, events and prestigious awards which help
further knowledge and support those involved in the sector,
no matter what stage they’re at in their careers.
SCI is the publisher of many well respected peer-reviewed
journals and industry leader Chemistry & Industry magazine
(C&I).

Join SCI today to network with people across the chemical and
chemical-using industries and make connections that spark
innovation, get careers moving, and sets business ideas rolling.
Visit www.soci.org/membership to find out more and join us.
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