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this key event for plant producers and garden centre buyers.
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Exhibiting at overseas trade shows is one way to start exporting. (Photo: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/" ��Commercial Horticultural Association�)





With a general election due within 13 months, last week's budget attempted to make the best of a bad situation.  Whether the election is in June, October or next spring it will herald the start of pay-back time; higher taxation and reduced public expenditure.  Enjoy the calm before the storm if you can.


Editor








Quote of the month


'GM scientists welcome whistle-blowers but not those who cry wolf,' 


Professor Howard Atkinson, University of Leeds
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The current downturn has impacted on the horticulture industry throughout the world.  Inevitably those hardest hit are countries which have chosen, often by necessity, to depend heavily on horticultural exports.  In the long run this may be a good thing since it might encourage them to diversify, if they can.  However in the short term it cannot be good news for the UK.  Such countries will be even more desperate to sell their products putting even more downward pressure on prices.  





The UK has been partly protected as the fall in the value of the Pound has made imports more expensive.  The last month did see a rise in the value of the pound although this was soon corrected by the budget.  Exchange rates are the subject of much sentiment so it is difficult to predict where they will go, but there is a feeling that, while the Dollar may steady, the Euro may well be in for further troubled times.  Good news for holiday makers and companies buying goods from overseas but bad news for exporters.





However, the confidence in the UK economy and the city of London that kept the pound at its previous high level has gone, so we are unlikely to see an early return to the exchange rates we saw before the current crisis.  Thus, with increasing pressure at home it remains a good time to look to exporting.  This is something every company under pressure in their home market should be examining seriously.





At first it seems a daunting prospect especially in sectors where exporting is virtually unknown.  Nevertheless there is plenty of help out there, both advice and financial.  The UK government runs a number of schemes to help exporters.  Some of these are delivered directly 





by UK Trade & Investment, a body that combines the exporting advice of BERR (formerly the DTI) with the in country expertise of the commercial officers based in UK Embassies and High Commissions around the world.  Other help is "contracted out" to bodies like the � HYPERLINK "http://www.theiatc.org/" ��International Agri-technology Centre� , the � HYPERLINK "http://www.cha-hort.com/" ��Commercial Horticultural Association�, the � HYPERLINK "http://www.britishchambers.org.uk/6798219245745492853/export-marketing-research-scheme.html" ��British Chambers of Commerce� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.englandsrdas.com/" ��Regional Development Agencies� around the country.





The most important thing when planning to export is to regard it as a long-term commitment.  There are plenty of stories of companies who have been in the right place at the right time and gained immediate success but for most people it takes two to three years to establish their presence in a new market.  Those that make the effort now will be well placed when economies world-wide start to recover.





Peter Grimbly
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The Good News Start Here!


Now that it is clear that the full extent of the economic recession is causing hardship and new challenges to almost every sector of society, the blame culture seems to be flourishing and real interest in positive news stories seems to have declined. At the same time, the recession has caused low-carbon, renewable energy and environment issues to slip down the news agenda. The time has come to rectify these negative thoughts and to widely project good news stories to both our industry and society in general. What is becoming clear is that world leaders seem to be looking more and more to science to come up with the solutions and an excellent opportunity for SCI. I believe that we should all use every opportunity to show how science can bring about a reduction in carbon emissions, thus helping to keep climate change and global warming issues as key drivers in securing solutions to the current recession.





Mike Hall (Chairman)








Time to Export





By William Hudson





End to false claims


The EU is taking action to clamp down on nutrition and health claims that cannot be substantiated scientifically. The new regulations will be fully implemented by January 2010  (FPJ,  3 April 2009)





Sea grass


A cruise ship - Celebrity Solstice has '2,130 sq.metres of natural lawn, called The Lawn Club, situated between the ship's funnels on the upper deck. Guests can play bowls and croquet, practise their putting, picnic with a basket of wine and cheese, or simply feel the grass between their toes, while onboard.' The growing medium 'consists of 90mm of heat expanded calcium clay to provide an open structure and blended with sieved and washed volcanic pumice. A Polypropylene Geo grid is added to stabilise layers and withstand foot traffic.' (UK Landscapes Today, issue 6).





Thermal pest control


The first thermal pest control (TPC) system, unveiled by Lazo TPC Global in February will be installed in the UK.  Organic Farm Foods is to operate the patented system from April.  The process applies a high-velocity stream of 100ºC air onto the crop (e.g. lettuce) and surrounding micro-environment to reduce the need for pesticides (FPJ, 13 March 2009).





Trapping Chafers


A new trap is being launched by Oecos to help control a common pest to turf and grass, the garden chafer beetle, Phyllopertha horticola, that causes damage as their larvae feed on grass roots.  The new Garden Chafer trap that uses a powerful pheromone will provide an early warning system to the presence of this pest. Adult beetles are attracted to the trap by Yellow vanes on top of the trap. (HortWeek.com, 19 March 2009) � HYPERLINK "http://www.oecos.co.uk/" ��Details�





Nanofibres keep pesticides on target


Scientists at Cornell University, USA, have come up with a new way to apply pesticides by encapsulating them in biodegradable nanofibres, which keeps then intact until needed.  This minimizes loss to drift or being washed away from the plants they are intended to protect. As the fibre biodegrades, the chemicals are slowly released into the soil. � HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news/?p=624" ��Details�





NFU strengthens its influence in science policy


The NFU has become a member of the leading advocacy group for science in the UK, the Campaign for Science and Engineering (CaSE). CaSE lobbies government and other decision makers on strategic science policy issues, on behalf of a wider range of organisations with an interest in science and technology including private companies such as Syngenta and Unilever, universities and research institutes. They lobby and make recommendations on issues such as accessibility of science, science education, departmental scientific advice, and the UK science base.  �HYPERLINK "http://www.savebritishscience.org.uk/"��Details� 





First fully label-approved biofungicide


The biofungicide Serenade based on a strain of naturally occurring bacterium Bacillus subtilis, has been granted a specific off-label approval (SOLA) for use on most protected and outdoor edible crops. A UK first. 'With such a broad spectrum of uses we are expecting a lot of interest from across horticulture,' said managing director Paul Sopp of Fargro, which is marketing Serenade in the UK. (Hort Week, 6 March 2009; The Fruit Grower, March 2009; HDC News, April 2009)





Slug control


Manufacturers are urging greater care over the use of metaldehyde slug pellets or their application could be banned or restricted.  Metaldehyde can be only partially removed from water hence the need to prevent the chemical getting into water courses and ground water. Ferric phosphate can be used on all outdoor and protected edible crops.  It is said to have lower mammalian toxicity and is degraded by soil microorganisms into plant nutrients. (The Fruit Grower, March 2009)





New products


Slug Death XL, launched by Vitax this month, contains the naturally occurring organic active ingredient ferric phosphate. It is available in 500g packs, 12 per outer pack, and in display pallets of 120 units.





IPM award


The Natural Resources Institute (NRI) was part of a partnership that received an International Award of Recognition for the transfer of a scientifically validated and locally adapted IPM package for the management of key pests and diseases in a major vegetable crop, aubergine, in South Asia. � HYPERLINK "http://www.nri.org/news/newslatest.htm" ��Details�














Group Development 





eEvents Calendar





Event Name�
Date�
Venue�
Contact�
�
Innovation in Packaging�(Science & Enterprise Group)�
14 May 2009��HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1343"��Details��
SCI Headquarters London�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�
Pesticide Application in Sport, Leisure & Amenity Areas�
19 May 2009�� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1274" ��Details��
SCI Headquarters London�
AAB�� HYPERLINK "mailto:anna@aab.org.uk" ��email��
�
Evening tour of the Cambridge University Botanic Garden�
11 June 2009��HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1312"��Details��
Cambridge Botanic Garden�
John O'Toole��HYPERLINK "mailto:john.otoole9@btopenworld.com"��email��
�
Vector-borne Disease in Europe�
19 June 2009��HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1333"��Details��
SCI Headquarters London�
Conference team��HYPERLINK "mailto:conferences@soci.org"��email��
�
Plants to the Rescue �
30 September 2009�� HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1345" ��Details��
SCI Headquarters London�
Erin Taylor�� HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org" ��email��
�
�
�
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Other Events that may be of interest











Plant Health Problems – 9 May 2009, Eden Project, Cornwall  - �HYPERLINK "http://www.edenproject.com/visiting-eden/whats-on/talks-and-courses/horticulture-courses/plant-health-problems.php"��details�


Kildare Trade Show - 22-23 June 2009, Nass, Ireland - � HYPERLINK "http://www.kildaregrowers.ie/asp/section.asp?s=3" ��details�


Fruit Focus - 22 July 2009, East Malling, Kent - � HYPERLINK "http://www.fruitfocus.co.uk/" ��details�


Plantarium - 26-29 August, Boskoop, The Netherlands - �HYPERLINK "http://www.plantarium.nl/Page/nctrue/ml2/index.html"��details�


Eastgro - 5 August 2009, Pettistree, Suffolk - � HYPERLINK "http://www.eastgro.co.uk/" ��details�


Four Oaks Trade Show - 8-9 September 2009, Lower Withington, Cheshire - � HYPERLINK "http://www.fouroaks-tradeshow.com/" ��details�


VII International Symposium on Soil and Substrate Disinfestation. - September 13-18, 2009, Leuven, Belgium - � HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news" ��details�





GLEE - 20-22 September 2009, NEC, Birmingham - �HYPERLINK "http://www.gleebirmingham.com/"��details�











Changes in Plant Protection Product Regulation and the Sustainable Use Directive – 30 September 2009, York � HYPERLINK "http://www.pesticides.gov.uk/corporate.asp?id=2665" ��details�





International Trials Conference: Assessment of Ornamental 


Plants. – 6-8 July 2010 - �HYPERLINK "http://www.ishs.org/news/?p=427"��details�





HortiFair - 13-16 October 2009 - Amsterdam - �HYPERLINK "http://www.hortifair.com/"��details�


If you would like to advertise a forthcoming event please contact. �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� 








For submitting ideas or to volunteer to be part of a committee or a group, please contact: 





Horticulture Group Contact Details 





Mike Hall�
Chairman�
�
Peter Grimbly�
Treasurer�
�
Sue Grimbly�
Newsletter co-ordinator�
�
Erin Taylor�
�HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org�              T: +44(0)2075981594�
�
�
�
�
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Ferric phosphate is a safer way to control slugs. Photo Peter Grimbly





Industry News





In forthcoming issues;





Horticulture at the Olympics


Writtle at Chelsea


Seasonal Horticulture








REGIONAL NEWS/ HIGHLIGHTS 








If you have anything you would like to ask, then please email your query to Erin Taylor at �HYPERLINK "mailto:erin.taylor@soci.org"��erin.taylor@soci.org� or post a letter to Erin Taylor, Group Development Manager, SCI, 14-15 Belgrave Square, London SW1X 8PS.











Industry News cont…





New Zealand gears up for export


New Zealand has for long relied on export of lamb, apples and kiwi fruit to help sustain its economy and it certainly has no intention of letting the current downturn harm this trade.  It has already prepared its strategy to be ready for the upturn when it comes.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.maf.govt.nz/mafnet/rural-nz/profitability-and-economics/contribution-of-land-based-industries-nz-economic-growth/contribution14.htm" ��Details�





GM concern down


In a recent survey - the Quarterly public tracker that monitors changes in consumer attitudes to key food issues, some 60% of people were confident that enough was being done to protect health.  It also showed that concerns about GM food were down from a high of 20% of people in March 2004 to 7% and concern about pesticides was also at its lowest since tracking began in 2003, standing at 6%.


(Hort Week, 12 March 2009)  � HYPERLINK "http://www.food.gov.uk/multimedia/pdfs/trackersurvey1208.pdf" ��Details�





Knowledge Transfer Portal


Research Councils UK have created a 'one-stop-shop' which gives details of all seven research councils' knowledge transfer schemes and activities and how to get involved.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/innovation/ktportal/default.htm" ��Details�





Plants to the Rescue!


Scientists at SCRI in Dundee are trying to tackle the life-threatening dangers posed by landslips; using plants. � HYPERLINK "http://www.scri.ac.uk/news/slopestabilisation" ��Details�





Limex sales up


British Sugar has reported increased sales for Limex, a by product of sugar extraction from sugar-beet. Limex is being used to successfully combat clubroot as well as providing benefits to the soil structure and a valuable supply of nutrients such as phosphate, magnesium and sulphur, which are essential for brassica growers. (The Vegetable Farmer, March 2009)  �HYPERLINK "http://www.soci.org/SCI/events/details.jsp?eventID=EV1356"��Visit British Sugar with SCI�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.britishsugar.co.uk/RVE40edc82500474ddc933380156daa796c,,.aspx" ��Details�





A firmer pitch


England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) and Cranfield University are pinning their hopes on more effective use of rollers to prepare cricket pitches.  A four year study by Cranfield's Centre for Sports Surface Technology has been commissioned by the ECB, to bulk up scientific understanding of the rolling of cricket pitches to try and optimise pitch preparation.


�HYPERLINK "http://www.cranfield.ac.uk/sas/naturalresources/research/projects/rolling.jsp?id=redirect"��Download the guidelines� 





Bacteria free violets


Scientists at the University of Warwick alongside colleagues from the University of St Andrews may have found a way to tackle Pectobacterium chrysanthemi ,a pathogen that attacks African violets. They have found a way to block or inhibit the pathway by which the bacteria harvest iron so that the bacterium is starved of this essential element.  The Warwick University team believe the discovery may provide help in the treatment of several virulent and even deadly mammalian infections including anthrax. 


(HortWeek.com, 12 March 2009)





Fertiliser planning


A new Tried & Tested nutrient management plan is being launched today to help farmers and growers plan their fertiliser and manure use to meet increasing regulatory demands and protect the environment. The work by leading industry organisations also includes a new website - which will provide examples of best practice. 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nfuonline.com/x36760.xml" ��Details�  





Willow banks


Three of Britain's experts in slope management have got together to promote the use of natural willow in the construction and stabilisation of banks and slopes across Britain.  In many cases willow offers the best shallow-seated solution in terms of ecology, aesthetics, sustainability and cost.  Driving live willow poles provides immediate reinforcing action while the subsequent root growth enhances this reinforcement.


(The RIDBA Journal, March 2009)
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